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—— The Zeal of the Lord of hoſts twill Fon this, 


N my laſt annual Sermon à ſave one, on this oc- 
caſion, I diſcourſed concerning the glorious 
things foretold of the church of God in the latter 
day, both in the fpiritual and perſonal reign of 
Chriſt ; and now I ſhall treat of the certain perform- 
ance of thoſe things. I gave an hint in my laſt an- 


nual diſcourſe b, that whereas great part of prophecy, 


particularly in the book of Revelation, has'been al- 
ready fulfilled, there 1s great reaſon to believe the 
feſt will be; and this hint I ſhall purſue and enlarge 
upon at this time; and argue from the actual accom- 
pliſhment of ſome things relating to the kingdom of 
Chriſt, to the certain completion of others; and in- 
to this train and courſe of reaſoning I ſhall be natu- 
rally and eaſily led in conſidering the words of my 
text ; which refer partly to the performance of ſome 
things foretold, fince fulfilled, and partly to others 
which yet remain to be accompliſhed; and as ſure. as 


a Called the Glory of the Church in the latter Day, on Pfalm 
Ixxxvii. 3. 


b Intitled, Faith in God and his Word the Efabliſhment 
and Proſperity of his People, on 2 Chron, xx, 20, 
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the one is fulfilled, ſo ſure ſhall the other. The 
things that are already performed are, 

1. The appearance of Chriſt in the land of Gali- 
lee, which is predicted ver. 1. and which land, as it 
had been afflicted by the Aſlyrians, and was to be 
more ſo by the Romans, as it has been in the times 
of Veſpaſian and Titus, as the hiſtory of Joſephus 
ſhews; and as it was vile and mean, and lightly 
eſteemed of by men, it ſhould be made glorious and 
honourable, as the word uſed ſignifies, particularly 
by the preſence, miniſtry and miracles of Chriſt in it; 
and to this purpoſe it is quoted and applied by the 
evangeliſt Matthew, chap. iv. 13—23. From 
whence it appears, that Chriſt firſt began to preach in 
that country; that he called his firſt diſciples. near 
the ſea of Galilee; and that he went through that 
whole land, and taught and preached in the ſyna- 
gogues in it, and healed all diſeaſes; here he wrought 
his firſt miracle of turning water into wine; here he 
lived the greateſt part of his private life; and here he 
reſided chiefly during his public miniſtry; here he 
promiſed to meet his diſciples after his reſurre&ion, 
and here he did: in ſhort, being educated and 
brought up in this country, in the former part of his 
life, and converſing here ſo much in the latter part 
of it; the Jews concluded he was born here, and 
confronted his Meſſiahſhip with it, ſhall Chrift come 
out of Galilee e? and hence he was called by them 
Jeſus of Galilee, and his followers Galileans; all 


\ . 


E John vi. 41. 
which 


It 


E 


which confirm the truth of this prophecy, and the 
performance of it; and it is with reſpect to this, 
no doubt, that the ancient Jews expected that the 
Meſſiah would firſt appear in Galilee. 
2. Another event, in conſequence of the former, is 
foretold, and that is, the illumination of the Gali- 
leans by the miniſtry of Chriſt among them, ver. 2. 
Theſe people were an ignorant and illiterate people; 
their common language was ruſtic, rude, and barba- 
rous; their ſpeech betrayed them, as Peter's did, 
who therefore was ſuppoſed to be a Galilean ; they 
were reckoned a people that knew not the law, and 
were accurſed: it was obſerved, that no prophet 
aroſe among them, and no good thing was ex- 
pected from them; and ſo are here ſaid to walk in 
darkneſs, and to dwell in the land of the ſhadow of 
death; and yet theſe people, according to this pro- 
phecy, were firſt favoured with ſeeing Chriſt the light 
of the world, both with their bodily eyes, and with 
the eyes of their underſtanding, enlightened by his 
miniſtry; the great light of the goſpel ſhining in 
them, removed their darkneſs, and filled them with 
ſpiritual light and knowledge, Hence, as here 
predicted, | 
3. There was a multiplication of them ; hou haſt 
multiplied the nation, that is, Galilee of the nations; 
which was multiplied with glory and honour, with 
light and knowledge, with joy and comfort, and 
with a number of truly gracious fouls that believed 
in Chriſt; the five hundred brethren, to whom our 
Ford appeared at once after liis reſurrection, ſeem 
| to 


1 
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to be Galileans, when he ſhewed himſelf on a moun- 

tain in their country to the eleven diſciples; for it 

will not be caſy to ſay where there was ſuch a num- 
ber of brethren, or believers, but in Galilee ; it is 
certain their number at Jeruſalem was not ſo large, 
being but about an hundred and twenty. 

4. It is foretold that there ſhould be great joy upon 
all this; indeed our verſion renders it, no! increaſed 
The joy; but the Keri, or marginal reading of the 
Hebrew text is, and zncreaſed joy unto it, unto the 
nation: or it may be rendered with an interrogation, 
as it is by ſome, and may take in both the textual 
and marginal reading, haſt thou not increaſed joy | unto 
it? and in one way or other it muſt be rendered, or 
otherwiſe there 1s a glaring contradiction in the text; 
for it follows, 7 hey joy before thee according to the joy in 
harveſt, and as men rejoice when they divide the ſpoil; 
phraſes expreſſive of the greateſt joy among men; 
as there doubtleſs was among the Galileans when 
Chriſt was preſent with them, and his goſpel preached 
to them; which 1s a joyful found, and brings good 
tidings of good things, peace, pardon, righteouſneſs, 
and ſalvation by the incarnate Redeemer; and ſo joy 

along with it, wherever it comes with power, and is 
received and embraced, as it did in Samara, and 
among the Gentiles. 
5. The ground and reaſon of this joy would be a 
deliverance from a burdenſome yoke, and from a 
ſtaff and rod of affliction; which was effected by 

Chriſt, who has delivered all his people, and fo 

thole believing Galileans, from the yoke of the cert- 


monial 
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monial law, a yoke of bondage intolerable ; from 
the tyranny of Satan, and from the ſervitude of fin; 
and which thould be wrought as eaſily, and as ſud- 
denly, as the deliyerance of Iſrael from the Midian- 
ites by Gideon; Chriſt's own arm bringing ſalvation 
10 him, and his people, without the help of man: 
for every baltle of the warrior is with confuſed noiſe ; 
with the ſhoutings of ſoldiers, blowing of trumpets, 
beating of drums, rattling of armour, and garments 
rolled in blood; the garments of the ſlain rolled in 


fewel of fire; through the flaming love and burning 
zeal and affection of Chriſt for his people, who, 

6. Is propheſied of as the author of all this, and 
is the child that ſhould be born, and the ſon that 
ſhould be given; for not Hezekiah is here meant, 
as the Jews would have it, who at the time of this 
prophecy was at leaſt ten or eleven years of age, and 
to whom the auguſt titles after given can by no 
means agree. The child here is the ſame that is 
propheſied of, chap. vii. 14. that ſhould be born of 
5 a virgin, and called Immanuel; even Jeſus, the ſon 
7 of Mary, born in the city of David, a Saviour, 
8 Chriſt the Lord, whoſe birth the angel declared to 
d the ſhepherds; the Word that has been made fleſh, 
| and has dwelt among men: he is the Son of God, 
2 his only-begotten Son, his Son in ſuch ſenſe as no 
other is, and is the unſpeakable gift of his love to 
men. He is here repreſented as a King, on whoſe 
ſhoulders the government ſhould be; not meaning 
the government of the whole world, which belongs 
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to him as God and Creator; the kingdom is hits, and 
be is the Governor among the nations $ ; but the govern- 
ment of the church, his mediatorial kingdom, 
which is delegated to him, and devolved upon him 
as King of Zion, King of ſaints; a kingdom ap- 
pointed to him, and for which he is and will be ac- 
countable to his Father, and will give it up to him 
compleat and perfect, and God ſhall be all in all: 
his names and titles follow, and his name ſhall be 
called; not that he ſhould be called in common 
by all the following names, but that he ſhould be or 
anſwer to what is ſignified by them: ſo he is wonderful 
in his perſon as God and man, having two natures 
united in him; in his offices, in his life and death, 
in his reſurrection from the dead, aſcenſion to hea- 
ven, ſeſſion at the right hand of God, and ſecond 
coming to judgment: counſellor, or, as the Septua- 
gint render it, the angel of the great council; who 
aſſiſted in the everlaſting council held concerning 
the falvation of men; and who by his Spirit in his 
word, and by his miniſters, gives the moſt whole- 
ſome counſel and advice to ſaints and ſinners reſpec- 
ting their ſpiritual and eternal welfare: the mighty God, 
as appears from the perfections of Deity in him, 
from the works done by him, from the worſhip 
given to him, and from his names and titles: zhe 
everlaſting Father, who has a ſpiritual ſeed and off- 
ſpring given him, whom he loves with an everlaſting 
love, takes an everlaſting care of, and makes ever- 


g Pſal. xxii. 28. , 
laſting 
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kſting proviſion for: the Prince of peace, the author 
of peace between God and men, between Jew and 
Gentile, and the giver of ſpiritual and eternal 
peace. Now all the above things the zeal of the 
Lord of hoſts has performed already. 

The things which remain to be performed, are 
the increaſe of Chriſt's government, and the peace, 
order and eſtabliſhment of it; which are predicted 
in the beginning of this verſe, the latter part of 
which I have read unto you. The kingdom of 
Chriſt is ſet up in the world, and there was an in- 
creaſe of it in the firſt times of the Goſpel, both in 
Judea and in the Gentile world, but it was but 
ſmall in compariſon of what it will be; the ſtone 
was cut out without hands, but is not yet as it will 
be, a great mountain, which will fill che whole earth; 


they will be, when he ſhall be King over all the 
earth; when the Jews will be converted, and the 
fulneſs of the Gentiles will be brought in. Little 


= peace has attended the kingdom and church of 
-" Wl Chriſt as yet, but there will be abundance of ir, 
a, when there will be an increaſe of his government; 
i when his kingdom ſhall be from ſea to ſea, and 


from the river to the ends of the earth; then there 
i will be peace without, and peace within; war ſhall 
Ty . ' 

ceaſe from among the nations of the earth, and they 


8 ſhall learn it no more; the church will be free from 
8 perſecution, and no more annoyed with it; there 
: will be none to hurt and deſtroy in all the Lord's 
ing 


holy mountain; and there will be no more animoſi- 
. | ties 


as yet the kingdoms of this world are not Chriſt's, as 


—ͤ — 

a, _ © mm . . * 
= FY _— b 
— — 

. = 
CY = < * 

* Py * * — ** 

2 7 - 


—— — 
———— 
FL 


ES. ade ER ⏑⏑‚ . TT . xe RES. SIT Tz. _ 
- * „ _ * * * — 4 * — Y CC - 
- a 
s Pg 8 2 y 2 — 1 = hy = 
© 7 — _ * 4 
* * r 0 2 2 = _” —_— b 
— _ wy — * F 4 


WF — 


= a m— + * -» 
—— — 4 ** = 
td Bow . 


— 


the ſetting up by theſe means the kingdom oſ Chriſt 


! 


ties and diviſions among the ſaints; Ephraim ſhaft 


not envy Judah, nor Judah vex Ephraim h: and 
though Chriſt is upon the throne of his father Da- 
vid, and has appointed and ordered the form of 
government, and enacted laws, and ſettled ordi- 
nances for the execution of it, yet it does not ap- 
pear with that order and regularity as it will, when 
the church ſhall be eſtabliſhed upon the top of the 
mountains, and fo continue, being an everlaſting 
kingdom. Now from the exact performance of all 
the above things in the context, and of all others, 
we may reaſonably and ſtrongly conclude the certain 
accompliſhment of all things relating to the increaſe, 
peace, proſperity, order and ſettlement of the king- 
dom of Chriſt; and this is what I ſhall at preſent inf 
upon, in the following method. 


I; I ſhall conſider the things that remain to be 
performed, and the certain performance of them. 


II. Shew to what the performance of them is to 
be aſcribed; to he zeal of the Lord of hofts. 


T. The things that are not yet fulfilled, but will 
be, as may be argued from the performance of many 
things already relating to the ſame ſubje&: and theſe 
are the deſtruction of antichriſt, the more extenſive 
call of the Gentiles, and the converſion of the Jews, 


h Iſa. ii. 4+ and xi. 9. 13. 


A 


7” 1 8 } 


jn greater glory ia the world, and his ſecond com- 
ing, which will introduce his perſonal reign. 

Firf, The deſtuction of antichriſt; which, as I 
have obſerved in the ſermon firſt referred to, is the 
leading event ,to the glory of Chriſt's | ſpiritual 
kingdom; which cannot greatly increaſe, nor the 
the peace of it, ſo long as this enemy ſands in the 
way; and therefore he , muſt be removed, as it is 
foretold he ſhall be. All that believe a divine reve- 
lation allow that there is, or will be, what is com- 
monly called ant ichriſt, not only Proteſtants, but 
even Jews and Papiſts; though both theſe latter 
have very fooliſh and fabulous notions concerning 
him; yet a general notion they have, which is 

founded on prophecy. I ſhall therefore lay before 
| you the more conſiderable prophecies concerning 
him, and obſerve what are fulfilled, and from 
thence argue the certain performance of thoſe which 
relate to his utter and final ruin. I ſhall-not take 
notice of what is only incidentally and occaſionally 
dropped concerning him ; ſuch incidental and oc- 
caſional hints we have as early as the times of Da- 
vid. In his Pſalms there are frequent hints of 
bim, and of his deſtruction; as that the man of 
10 the earth ſhall no more oppreſs, when the Lord 
10 ſhall reign for ever, and the Heathen, or Gentiles, 
de {name ſometimes given to the Papiſts, ſhall periſh 
is, out of his land; and when the Meſſiah is ſaid to 
it Wound the head over many countries; that is, anti- 
chriſt, Who has reigned over the kings and king- 
doms of the earth: and reſpect ſeems to be had to 

| * e 


, of the four monarchies riſing up in the world, 


14 } 

his followers, when it is wiſhed, that the ſinners be 
conſumed out of the earth, au the wicked be no more i; 
at the end of which verſe the word Hallelujah is 
firſt uſed, and which is vfed at the deſtruction of 
myſtical Babylon. But I ſhall only obſerve ſuch as 
purpoſely. and largely predict him and his ruin, 
and ſhall begin, 

iſt, With the famous prophecy of him in the 
7th of Daniel, in which the prophet is faid to have 
a viſion of four beaſts. riſing out of the ſea; that 


the Babylonian, Perſian, Grecian and Roman: 
the fourth and laſt beaſt is the Roman empire, 
faid to have ten horns; now among theſe riſes up 
alittle horn, different from them, and which 
plucks up three of them; and it 1s faid to have 
eyes like the eyes of a man, and a look more ſtout 
than its fellows; to have a mouth ſpeaking great 
things againſt the Moſt High, and to make war with 
the ſaints, and prevail over them, and wear them 
out; and to think to change times and laws; and 
thus it 1s to continue until a time and times, and 
the dividing of time, and then to have his domi- 
nion taken away, deftroyed and conſumed. Now 
this horn cannot be Antiochus Epiphanes, as Gro- 
tius, Junius, and others, have thought; for not 
a ſingle perſon or king is meant by a horn, but a 
kingdom or ſtate, and a ſucceſſion of rulers and go- 
vernors in it; as by the other ten horns are meant 
ten kings or kingdoms, ver. 24. And, beſides, 
this little horn is a part of the fourth, and not of 


1 Pal, Xs 16. 18. and CX. 6. and civ. 35» | h 
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the third beaſt, to whom Antiochus belonged; and 


was to riſe, not in the third, but in the fourth mo- 
narchy, not in the Grecian, but in the Roman em- 
pire; and, moreover, was to continue until the 
coming of Chriſt, even until the ſpiritual coming 
of Chriſt in the latter day, and when his ſpiritual 
kingdom will take place in the world: and as there 
is no other that has appeared in the Roman em- 
pire but antichriſt, or the Pope of Rome, to whom 
the characters agree as to him; it may be ſafely 
concluded he is intended, and as will more fully 
appear by the account of him; who is deſcribed, 

1. By his name and title, à litile horn. An horn 
is an emblem of ſtrength, power and authority, 
and denotes a ſtrong and powerful principality or 
kingdom, as the ten horns do, as before obſerved; 
the alluſion is to the horns of beaſts, in which their 
ſtrength lies, and with which they puſh their ene- 
mies, and defend themſelves: this horn indeed was 
but a little one, roſe from ſmall beginnings, and at 
its height was but ſuch in compariſon of others; ſo 


the Pope of Rome, as to his eccleſiaſtic power, 


was but at firſt a common miniſter, paſtor, or bi- 
ſhop of a ſingle church; then became metropolitan 
of all Italy; and at laſt commenced univerſal * 
ſhop: though this ſeems rather to regard him as 

temporal prince; who was but very little a at 


his firſt appearance; and, when conſidered: only 


in his own domains at higheſt, was but little in 
compariſon of the other horns or kingdoms; 
though being allowed to exerciſe power in the reſt 


a of 


of the kingdoms, and their power and ſtrength be- 


90 + 


ing given to him, he was fo formidable, that none 
could withſtand him, or make war with 158 0 Rev. 
xvii. 13. and xiii. 4. | 

2. By his rife and Ain from among the other 
horns or kingdoms, and his connexion with them; 
he is ſaid to come up among them. When the nor- 
thern barbarous nations broke into the empire, 
and ſet up ten kingdoms in it, this little horn 
ſprung up among them; and while they were 
forming kingdoms for themſelves, he was contriv- 
ing one for himſelf; they aroſe at the ſame time, 
and reigned together: ſo the ten horns in the Re- 
velation, which are the ſame with theſe, and are 
there, as here, interpreted ten kings, are ſaid to 
receive power as kings one hour with the beaft k, the 
ſame as this little horn. Indeed, in ver. 24. this 
little horn is ſaid to riſe after them, the other ten; 
not after the ten kingdoms were at an end, but 
after they were ſet up, and conſtituted and eſta- 
bliſhed; as it was proper they ſhould,” fince they 
were to give their r engib, power and kingdom to the 
Beaſtl, by which he became a horn, a temporal 
prince. The Septuagint render it behind” them; 
which Mr, Mede m underſtands ' of his growing 


up un-awares, imperceptibly, un- noticed, and 


un-obſerved by them, till he over-topped them. 
He is faid to be Orrs, or * different FE the « fi 


k Rev. xvil. 12, 79 7 ). £770 I ver, 13. 
m Works, p. 778. 


horns; 


bu 


horns; they only had and exerciſed a ſecular power, 
but he, beſides his temporal authority, had and ex- 
erciſed an eccleſiaſtic and ſpiritual one; he not 
only had power over the bodies and eſtates, but 
over the ſouls and conſciences of men; and even 
over the other ten horns or kingdoms, which they 
had not over one another. Hence he is repre- 
ſented by two beaſts in the Revelation, the one de- 
ſcribing him in his ſecular, the other in his ſpirit- 
ual authority, as we ſhall ſee anon; and this made 
him different from other kings and princes. 
Moreover, before him three of the firſt horns were 
plucked up by the roots, or, as in ver. 20. before whom 
three fell, and which is interpreted, ver. 24. of his 
ſubduing three kings or kingdoms; which, according 
to Sir Iſaac Newton n, were the exarchate of Ra- 
venna, the kingdom of the Lombards, and the ſe- 
nate and dukedom of Rome. The biſhop of 
Clogher o, more lately, has expreſſed them thus, 
the Campagnia of Rome, the exarchate of Ra- 
venna, and the region of Pentapolis; theſe were 
plucked up by Pipin and Charlemagne, kings of 1 
France, and given to the Pope, and were con- fl 
firmed to him by their ſucceſſor, Lewis the pious; 
and make up what is called the patrimony of St. 1 
Peter; and in memory of this a piece of Moſaic ' 


! In Obſervations on the Prophecies of Daniel, ch. 7. p. 75s . ö 
| 76, 77, 78. 80. 84, 85. 
o Impartial Enquiry into the Time of the Coming of the 
Meſhah, p. 28. 
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work was made, and put up in the Pope's palace; 
in which were repreſented St. Peter with three 
keys in his lap, ſignifying the three keys of the three 
parts of his patrimony p; and to ſhew his ſove- 
reignty over them, the Pope to this day wears a tri- 
ple crown. How ſurprizingly does the prophecy 
open unto us ! an event is here predicted above a 
thouſand years, twelve or thirteen hundred years 
before it was accompliſhed. 
1 3. This little horn is farther deſcribed by its 
eyes and look; its eyes were like the eyrt of man; 
ſtrange for a horn to have eyes, ſtranger ſtill for the 
horn of a beaſt to have eyes as the eyes of man. 
Theſe are thought by ſome to denote the pretended 
ſanctity and religion of the Pope of Rome, or an- 
tichriſt, who, though a beaſt, would be thought 
to be a man, a religious creature; others think 
they deſign his pretended modeſty, humanity, and 
couttefy; when he is all the reverſe; but rather his 
inſight into the ſacred ſcriptures, and. controverſies 
about them, he pretends to, ſetting himſelf up to 
be an infallible interpreter of them, andjudge of all 
controverſies; though theſe eyes ſeem better to ſig- 
nify what he really had, and not what he pretended 
to; and ſo may denote his ſagacity and penetration, 
his craft and cunning, his looking out ſharp to get 
what power and dominion he could, both tempo- 
ral and ſpiritual ; and.his watchfulneſs and careful- 
neſs to keep what he had got, that none incroached 


p See Sir Iſaac Newton's Obſervations, &c. p. 86, 87, 88. 
upon 
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upon it, or took took part of it away from him: 
and they may alſo deſign all inſtruments and means 
by which he inſpects his own affairs, and thoſe of 
others; particularly the order of the Jeſuires, 
which are as his eyes every where, ſpies in all king- 
doms and courts, that pry into the myſteries of 
ſtate, and by one means or another get knowledge 
of what is done in the councils and cabinets of 
princes: and how many eyes this horn had is not 
ſaid; nor is it eaſy to ſay how many the Pope has; 
he has as many as Argus, and more too, and theſe 
ſharp and piercing: his Jook is ſaid to be more flout 
than his fellows; either than his fellow-biſhops, 
claiming an authority over them, giving out that 
he is univerſal Biſhop ; or rather than his fellow- 
horns, the kings and princes of the earth; having 
a look mote bold and daring, more arrogant and 
impudent; aſſuming that power and authority to 
himſelf they do not; all power in heaven and in 
earth; a power to depoſe kings, and abſolve their 
ſubjects from allegiance to them; a power orer 
the minds and conſciences of men: or, as it may 
be rendered, whoſe appearance is greater than his fel- 
lows ; makes a greater ſhow and figure, appears in 
greater pomp, ſplendor and glory than the kings ; 
unleſs this can be underſtood of the ſociety and 
college of his cardinals. 

4. This horn is alſo deſcribed by its mouth, 
and what that ſpoke; it is ſaid to ſpeak great 
things, yea, very great things ; as the Pope of Rome 
has in favour of himſelf, as that he is head of the 

| | church, 
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church, and Chriſt's vicar on earth; declares him» 
ſelf infallible, and to have a power over the 
kings and princes of the earth; nay, he is ſaid to 
ſpeak, great words againſt the Moft High ; ſetting him- 
ſelf up as a rival, and upon an equality with him; 
raking upon him to forgive ſin, and to make laws 


binding on the conſciences of men, contrary to the 


Scriptures, and preferring his own decrees, and the 
traditions of the church, to the word of God; and 
thus the beaſt of Rome is deſcribed in Rey. xii. 
„6. 118 
5. This horn is deſcribed by what he did, or 
thought to do; he is ſaid to make war with the ſaints, 
and prevail againſt them, and wear them out ; which 
reſpects the wars of the Popes of Rome with the 
Waldenſes and Albigenſes, whom they flew in 
great numbers, and got the victory over; and what 
by theit oppreſſions and perſecutions, murders 
and maſſacres, have tried and near wore out the 
patience of the ſaints: and whereas the beaſt, the 
ſame with this little horn, ſhall make war with the 
two witneſſes, and overcome and flay them; the 
ſaints will then ſeem to be quite wore out and con- 
ſumed, when their dead carcaſes will lie in the 
ſtreets of the great city unburied ; ſo that they will 
ſeem to be all deſtroyed, and be thought by the 
Papiſts to be ſo; and hence that rejoicing and 
ſending gifts to each other, becauſe theſe witneſſes 
are no more, Rev. xi. 8,9, 10. alſo he ſhall think 
to change. times and laws, which in chap. ii. 21. is 
aſcribed to God as ' peculiar to him, and joined 


With 


[ er } 


with removing and ſetting up kings; which is what 
the pope of Rome has taken to himſelf, to alter 
the forms and conſtitutions of kingdoms, and to 
ſet up and pull down kings at his pleaſure, and free 
their ſubjects from obligation and obedience to 
them; as alſo to change the ule of times and ſea- 
ſons, by ſetting apart holy days for the commemo- 
ration of his canonized ſaints; and by appointing 
ſuch days in the week, and ſuch a ſeaſon in the 
year, for abſtinence from meats; as well as alſo to 
change laws, the laws of God and man, and diſ- 
penſe with both, and make new laws and canons 
to be obſerved. And this power of his was to 
continue until a time and times, and the dividing of 
time, or half a time, as in Rev. xii. 14. where the 
ſame way of ſpeaking is uſed, borrowed from 
hence; lime, ſignifies a year, the longeſt meaſure of 
time we have; ſimes, two years; and a dividing of 
time, half a year, in all three years and a half; the 
ſame with the forty-two months, the time of the 
beaſts continuance, Rev. xiii. 5. and of the tread- 
ing down of the holy city, Rev. xii. 2. and which 
anſwer to 1260 days the witneſſes prophely in 
ſackcloth, ver. 3. by which are meant ſo many 
years; and ſo long the little horn or beaſt is to 
continue; but when this time 1s up, then his domi- 
nion ſhall be taken away, and be conſumed and de- 
 firoyed; yea, becauſe of the words this horn ſpake, the 
beaſt will be /lain, his body deſtroyed, and given to the 
burning flame, Dan. vii. 11. 26. -the whole empire 
ſhall be deſtroyed, the capital of it ſhall be burnt 
D with 
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with fire, the ten kings ſhall bate the whore, eat 
her fleſh, and burn her with fire; this will be the 
cataſtrophe of the little horn. And now, who that 


attentively conſiders how every part of this viſion 


and prophecy has been exactly fulfilled, except the 
laſt, can heſitate in his mind, or doubt one mo- 
ment of the certain performance of that, even the 
utter deſtruction of this little horn, or antichriſt ? 
The zeal of the Lord of hoſts will perform this, as well 
as all the reſt. 

2dly, Another famous prophecy of antichriſt, 
and his deſtruction, we have in 2 The." ll. 3—12. 
where he is deſcribed, 

1. By his names and characters; he is called he man 
of fin; one addicted and given to fin in a grievous 
manner, notoriouſly ſinful, a ſpiritual wickedneſs 
in high places; one guilty of all manner of fin, as 
the- popes of Rome have been, lying, perjury, 
adultery, inceſt, ſodomy, fimony, ſorcery, and 


every thing that is bad: hence their ſeat is called 


Sodom and Egypt, and the antichriſtian whore the 
mother of harlots, and abominations of the earth, 
all centring here; and therefore with great pro- 
priety is he ſaid to be he ſon of perdition, a name given 
to Judas that betrayed our Lord, John, xvii. 12. and 
rightly belongs to antichriſt, who is the Apollyon 
and deſtroyer of the ſouls of men, by his falſe 


doctrine and worſhip, and will himſelf go into 


perdition : he is alſo repreſented as he that oppy/erh ; 
that oppoſeth Chriſt, and is an adverſary of his, and 


and therefore called antichriſt; he oppoſes him in 


his 
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his offices; in his kingly office, by aſſerting him- 
ſelf to be the head of the church; in his prieſtly 
office, by pretending to offer up Chriſt again in 
the ſacrifice of the maſs, when he by one offering 
has perfected the whole work of atonement; and 
in his prophetic office, by coining new doctrines 
and articles of faith: moreover, he. exalteth himſelf 
above all that is called God; above the gods of the 
heathens, who aſcribe the government of the hea- 
vens to one, of the earth to another, of the ſea to 
another, and of the winds to another; but this 
haughty creature aſſumes, all power to himſelf in 
heaven, earth, and hell: he exalts himſelf above 
angels, who are called gods, Pf. viii. 4. 
bulls, he has commanded angels to take ſuch a ſoul 
out of purgatory, and to carry ſuch a one to hea- 
ven o: and above all civil magiſtrates, who are 
called gods, Pf. Ixxxii. 5. aſſuming a power over 
them to depole them at pleaſure ; making an empe- 
ror to hold his ſtirrup whilſt he alighted from his 
horſe, and got upon it, and trampling on his - 
neck, uſing thoſe words in Pſalm xct. 13. and 
throwing a king under his table to lick bones, 
whilſt he was eating: yea, he /z/eth in the temple of 
God as God, ſhewing himfelf that he is God; he roſe 
up and appeared in the church of God, at leaſt fo 
by profeſſion, where he took his place, and becom- 
ing apoſtate, here he continues, and ſhews him- 
{elf as if he was God; admitting his creatures and 
flatterers to call him God on earth, and our Lord 


o See my Expoſition of 2 Theſſ. ii. 3. 
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God the Pope; receiving worſhip: from them, 
and aſſuming that which is the peculiar prerogative 
of God, to forgive fin. Moreover, he is called 
the myſtery of iniquity ; myſtery is one of the names 
of the whore of Babylon, and was formerly put 
upon the mitres of the popes: it may reſpect both 
doctrines and practices, which were ſet a- foot in the 
apoſtles time, and began to appear and work in 
Simon Magus and his followers, and which centred 
in the papacy. Once more, he 1s called he vice 
one, a lawleſs perſon; that diſpenſes with the laws 
of God and man, ſetting up himſelf above all 
law; giving out that he is not ſubject to any human 
judicature; that he 1s the ſpiritual man that judges 
all, but is judged of none, being not accountable 
to any, yea, though he ſhould lead millions of 
{fouls to hell, yet none ought to ſay, O Lord the 
Pope, what doſt thou? 

2. He is deſcribed in this prophecy by his ap- 
pearance, and manner of entrance, and his influ- 
ence over men, There was ſomething that let or 
hindred him from making his appearance ſooner 
than he did, which being removed, he was to be, 
and has been revealed; this was the Roman em- 
pire and emperors, which ſo long as they were, 
and Rome the ſeat of their empire, he could not 
take his place and feat, and appear in his pomp and 
grandeur ; but this let was removed, partly by Con- 
ſtantine conquering the heathen emperors, aboliſh- 
ing paganiſm, and eſtabliſhing chriſtianity in the em- 
pure, and beſtowing great riches on the church; but 

more 


1 


more ſo, by removing the ſeat of the empire from 
Rome to Byzantium, called, after his namie, Con- 
ſtantinople, which opened the way for the biſhop of 
Rome to take his place; and chiefly, and laft of all, 
the empire being divided into eaſtern and weſtern, 
the latter became extinct in Auguſtulus, the laſt of 
the Roman emperors, whe reſigned to Odoacer, 
who took upon him the title, not of emperor of 
Rome, but king of Italy, and retired from Rome 
to Ravenna; and the ſeat being empty, was ſoon 
filled by the pope of Rome, and he quickly ap- 
peared in his grandeur and glory: whoſe coming 
was after the working of Satan ; he came in like him, 
a deceiver, a har, and a murderer, and under his 
influence, and by his aſſiſtance: with all power z with 
pretenſions to all power in heaven and in earth, 
even to power next to omnipotence : and figns and 
lying wonders ; pretending to work miracles, though 
all were ſhams and lies, of which the popiſh le- 
gends are full; and under a ſhew of righteouſneſs 
deceived many; and meeting with carnal profeſ- 
ſors, that loved not the truth, they were given up in 
a judicial manner to believe his lies ; as that he was 


the head of the church, Chriſt's vicar, had a 


power to forgive fin, and grant pardons and in- 
dulgences; particularly that great lie of tranſub- 
ſtantiation, that he and his prieſts have power to 
tranſmute the bread and wine in the Lord's ſupper 


into the very body and blood of Chriſt; receiving 


which lies ſpoken in hypocriſy, they bring damna- 
tion upon themſelves. And here give me leave, 
| | 3. To 
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3. To obſerve another. paſſage, though not in 
this prophecy, yet delivered out by the ſame in- 
ſpired writer, which predicts ſome of the notorious 
doctrines and practices of antichriſt; it is in 
| 1 Tim. iv. 1—3. where the apoſtle foretells a de- 
| parture from the faith in after-times, and the ap- 
pearance of ſeducing ſpirits, who ſhould teach 
doctrines of devils. The doctrines of demon-wor- 
| ſhip like that of the heathens, their. demons being 
7 a middle ſort of beings between God and men, 
4 and mediated between them; and ſuch are the an- 
gels and ſaints departed, the papiſts direct men to 

pray unto; and which is called worſhipping devils 
and idols of gold, ſilver, braſs, ſtone, and wood, 
Rev. ix. 20. forbidding io marry; matrimony, though 
God's ordinance, and honourable, is forbidden po- 


| piſh prieſts, and celibacy is enjoined, under a no- 
1H tion of ſanctity and purity ; and which is the ſource | 
| [ of great debauchery and uncleanneſs among them: 
N commanding to abſtain from meats; as on Wedneſdays | 

| 


| and Fridays in every week, and during the Quad- 
rageſima or Lent, the faſt of forty days. And now, 
we whereas it is moſt clearly manifeſt, that all theſe 
| characters of antichriſt, and all theſe things pre- 
dicted of him hundreds of years before his appear- 
ance, exactly anſwer to the Pope of Rome, and 


have been punctually performed, there can be no / 
reaſon to doubt of the certain performance of what i 
the ſame prophetic Spirit has declared concerning - 
his deſtruction; as that the Lord hall conſume him ir 
with the Spirit of his mouth, and deſtroy him with the a 


brigh1neſ3 


N 


briphtneſs of his coming ; that is, by the ſpiritual and 
powerful preaching-of the goſpel, attended with 
the preſence of Chriſt in the beginning of his ſpi- 
titual reign; when the whole earth will be enlight- 
ened with his glory, and antichriſt, and all anti- 
chriſtian darkneſs, doctrine and worſhip, ſhall diſ- 
appear; and the rather this is to be credited, ſince 
it receives confirmation from a prophecy of Iſaiah, 
delivered many hundreds of years before this, in 
much the ſame language, and from whom the 
apoſtle ſeems to borrow his words; for ſpeaking of 
Chriſt he ſays, he hall ſmile the earth with the rod of 
bis mouth, and with the breath of his lips ſpall be ſlay 
the wicked m; that wicked lawleſs one, antichriſt: 
the Lord in his great zeal will perform this. 

32dly, I'll juſt obſerve in brief, the account we 
have of antichriſt in the book of the Revelation: 
in chap. xilith he is deſcibed both in his civil and 
eccleſiaſtic capacity by two beaſts; the one riſing 
out of the ſea, that is, out of the commotions made 
m the empire by the northern nations; when he ap- 
peared as a temporal prince, having his ſeat on the ſe- 
ven hill-city, ſignified by ſeven heads, and power over 
the ten kingdoms, or ten horns; and is compared to a 


m Iſa, xi. 4. which the Targum interprets of che wieked 


Armillus, the name of the antichriſt of the Jews, and which. 


is either a corruption of Romulus, the firſt king of the Ro- 
mans, and they ſuppoſe he'll come from Rome; or of the 
Greek word (eremolaos ), ſo Philip Aquinas, in Lex. fol. 36. 2. 
interprets it, a wafter of the people ; Which well agrees with our 
antichriſt, Rev. xi. 18. 
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leopard for his ſwiftneſs and inſidiouſneſs in obtaining 
power; to a bear for his cruelty, and to a lion for his 
ſtrength and terror; and became ſo powerful, not- 
withſtanding the deadly wound, as to be admired 
and feared by all the world; and is deſcribed much 
in the ſame manner as the little horn in Daniel, hav- 
ing a mouth ſpeaking blaſphemies againſt God, 
his tabernacle and people, and power to make 
war with the ſaints, and overcome them, and per- 
miſſion to continue exactly the ſame time. The 
other beaſt, an emblem of him in his eccleſiaſtic 
capacity, is ſaid to riſe o. of zhe earth; from the 
dregs of Chriſtians, earthly, carnal and corrupt, 
from an apoſtate church; and pretending to great 
humility, calling himſelf fervus ſervorum, having 
tuo horns like a lamb, as if very meek, humble and 
harmleſs; but ſpake like a dragon, when he uttered 
his bulls and anathemas: he 1s repreſented as ex- 
erciſing all the power he had as a temporal prince, 
to oblige the world to worſhip him, and as doing 
lying miracles to deceive men; enjoining them to 
worſhip his image on pain of death, and cauſing 
all to have his mark in their right-hand or fore- 
head, or elſe be deprived of the common privilege 
of mankind in buying and ſelling; all which has 
been done by the Romiſh antichriſt; and the ac- 
count is concluded with the number of his name, 
666, about which there have been many conjec- 
tures; but none bid fairer than the antient one of 
Irenzus, which 1s Lateinos, the letters of which 
amount to this number: this was the name of a 


man, 
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man, a king of Italy. Now the church of 
Rome is the Latin church, its ſervice is in the La- 
tin tongue; the pope is head of it, and his ſeat is 
in the Latin empire. In chap. xviith antichriſt is 
repreſented by a woman ſitting on a beaſt with ſe⸗ 
ven heads and ten horns, which deſigns him in his 
two-fold capacity, as before; and as ſitting on many 
waters, interpreted of people and nations; and is 
deſeribed as a whore by her dreſs and attire, by 
her fornication, filthineſs and murder; all which ex- 
actly points at, and has been fulfilled in the church 
of Rome. And now, who that conſiders theſe 
things, and obſerves the exact accompliſhment of 
them, but will ſee abundant reaſon to believe, that 
what is ſaid of the ruin of this antichriſt ſhall be 
performed; that the ſeven vials of God's wrath 
ſhall be poured out on the antichriſtian ſtates; that 


the whore ſhall be burnt with fire, and that her 


ſeat, Rome, myſtical Babylon, ſhall meèt with the 
ſame fate, and the beaſt go into perdition, as is 
predicted n? he zeal of the Lord of hoſts will per- 
form' this. 

Secoudly, The increaſe of the kingdom of Chriſt 
in the latter day, foretold in this verſe, will be ow- 
ing to the vaſt numbers of Gentiles that ſhall be 
called, and to the converſion of the Jews. Many 
and antient are the pophecies concerning the call- 
ing of the Gentiles; as, that when Shiloh or the 
Meſhah ſhould come, the gathering of, the people 


n Rev, xvi. 1. and xvil. 8, 16. and Xyili. 10. 
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ſhould be to him; that he ſhould be ſet up as an 

en/ign to them, and they ſhould ſeek to him, and he 

be a lg unto them, and the covenant of them; 

and the abundance of them ſhould be converted to 
him o: which had their completion in part in the 
firſt times of the goſpel, by the miniftry of the 
apoſtles every where; and eſpecially when the Ro- 
man empire, or the whole world became Chriſtian; 
and alſo at the time of the Reformation; but as 
yet they have not had their full accomphſhment, 
as they will when the kingdoms of this world ſhall 
become Chriſt's, and all kings and nations ſhall 
ſerve and worſhip him; and ſince they have been in 
part fulfilled, we may be affured of the full per- 
formance of them; ſince we have ſeen the king- 
dom of the ſtone cut out without hands, as Mr. 
Mede Þ diftinguiſhes, we need not doubt of the 
kingdom of the mountain, which will fill the 
whole earth, taking place: the converfion of the 
Jews, as a body, as a nation of men, is what is 
predicted, and will make much for the increaſe and 
glory of Chriſt's kingdom. That people have 
been of old the ſubject of prophecies, which in a 
variety of inſtances have been fulfilled. It was 
foretold to their great anceſtor Abraham, that they, 
his poſterity, ſhould be ſtrangers, and ſerve in a 
land not theirs, in much affliction, four hundred 
years, and then come out with great ſub- 


o Gen, alix. 10. IIa. xi, 10. and xlii, 6. and Ix. 4, 5 
p Works, p· 743. 


ſtance, 
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Rance p, as it is well known they did at that exa& 
time; their going into captivity in Babylon, and 


their return from thence at the end of 70 years, 


were predicted many years before theſe events q, 
which were punctually accompliſhed : the various 
ſtraits, difficulties, and diſtreſſes theſe people 
ſhould come into for their fins, at different times; 
the beſieging of their cities, and the dreadful fa- 
mine they ſhould be reduced to, ſo as to eat their 
own fleſh, and delicate women their own children, 
as at the ſiege of Samaria, and at the ſiege of Ieru- 
falem, both by the Chaldeans and Romans; and 


their diſperſion all over the world; and even the 


very characters of their enemies are given us, be- 
ing of a far country, of a fierce look, and of a lan- 
guage they underſtood not: all theſe, with many 


other things, are foretold by Moſes in Deut. 


xxvill. 20—68, ſome of them at the diſtance of two 


thouſand years, and which have had their exact 


accompliſhment r: but what is moſt ſurprizing of 
all, is the continuance of this people as a diſtinct 
people, notwithſtanding all this, as it was ſaid they 
ſhould, and as the Lord promiſed he would not 
caſt them away, deſtroy them utterly, or make a 


p Gen. xv. 13, 14. q Jer. xxv. 41, 12. and xxix. 10. 
r See Dr. Newton's Diſſertations on the Prophecies, Diſſer- 
tation vii. wherein thefe prophectes are largely and ex- 
cellently explained, as fulfilled; with many others relating 
to that people, and their enemies, ſupported by good autho- 


rities. 
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full end of them, as he has of other nations their 
enemies r; who are no more, nor their names to 
be heard of any where, as the Edomites, Moab- 
ites, Amonites, and others; but theſe are till in 
being: yea, what is more wonderful, that ſeveral 
of thoic nations among whom they are now diſ- 
perſed, have been, even ſince their ſcattering among 
them, fo mixed and confounded with other peo- 
ple, that they are not able to diſtinguiſh one from 
another, or trace their original, as particularly in 
Spain, France and England; yet theſe people re- 
main a diſtinct people, as they do every where, 
without any king over them, not having their own 
magiſtrates, and without the obſervance of many 
of their own laws: now what can be the reaſon of 
this? no other, than as the tribe of Judah was 
kept a diſtinct tribe till the Meſſiah came, that it 
| might appear that he ſprung from it, according to 
. prophecy; ſo the Jews are kept a diſtinct people 
unto the time of their converſion, that that may be 
manifeſt to all the world. Moreover, even the 
ignorance and blindneſs of this people, their un- 
belief and rejection of the Meſſiah, and their ob- 
ſtinate perſiſtance in it, are the fulfilling of pro- 
phecy; both our Lord and the apoſtle Paul, when 
they ſpeak 5 of theſe things, refer to antient pro- 
phecy, as being no other than what were foretold. 
Seeing then all theſe things concerning them have 
been accompliſhed, we ought moſt firmly to be- 
r Lev. xxvi. 44. Jer xxx. 11, | 
s Joha xli. 37=-41. Rom. xi. 8, 9, 10. 


lieve, 
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lieve, that what coricerns them in futurity alſo 
will; as that they ſhall ſeek and find the Lord, and 
David their king; that a ſpirit of grace and ſuppli- 
cation ſhall be poured on them, and they ſhall 
look on him whom they have - pierced, and 
mourn ; and ſhall turn to the Lord, and receive 
him as the Meffiah, and embrace his goſpel and 
ordinances; and ſo all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved in a 
ſpiritual ſenſe, and ſhall return to their own land, 
and reſettle there, as is foretold they ſhall t: zhe 
zeal of the Lord of hoſts will perform this. 
Thirdly, By the above means the kingdom of 
Chriſt will be ſet up in the world in greater glory 
than now it is, of which we have no reaſon to 
doubt; eſpecially when we obſerve the ſeveral ſteps 
which were to be taken, and have been taken to- 
wards the advancement of it; as the opening of 
the ſeven ſeals, ard blowing of fix of the trum- 
pets. The ſeven ſeals are ſo many ſeveral ſteps, 
and gradual advances to introduce the goſpel, . 
kingdom and church of Chriſt into the-world. 
The opening of the firſt ſeal brought the goſpel 
into the Gentile world, in which. Chriſt 1s repre- 
ſented riding on'a white horſe, with a bow, and con- 
quering and to conquer; the ſecond, third and 
fourth ſeals opened brought the ſword, famine and 
peſtilence into the Roman empire, as God's judg- 
ments for the ill uſage and perſecution of the 


t Hof. iii, 5. Zech. xi. 1o. 2 Cor. ili. 16, Rom. xi. 
25, 26. Ezek. xxxvil. 21, 22. 
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preachers and profeffors of the goſpel; and the fifth 
ſeal repreſents the fouls under the altar crying for 
vengeance on their enemies for ſhedding their 
blood; and the ſixth opened brings utter deftruc- 
tion on the whole pagan empire, as ſuch, ſigni- 


fied by the darkening of ſun, moon and ſtars, and 


by other things: and here one might have expected 
that the kingdom of Chriſt would have been now 
ſet up in all its glory: but though here were peace 
and proſperity introduced into the church of God, 
and it was greatly enlarged, yet the worldy wealth 
and riches brought into it, iſſued in the corrup- 
tion and apoſtacy of it; and brought in the pa- 
pacy, which aroſe, and continued, and ſtill does, 
and ſtands in the way of Chriſt's kingdom. The 
ſeventh ſeal opened brings in ſeven angels with ſe. 
ven trumpets to blow, fix of which are blown al- 
ready. The firſt four blown, brought in the north- 
ern nations, the Goths, Huns, Vandals, &c. into 
the weſtern empire, which over-run ſeveral coun- 
tries, entered Italy, ſacked and burnt Rome itſelf, 
ſignified by the burning mountain, and ſpread 
darkneſs and ignorance over all the empire, de- 
ſigned by the ſmiting of the ſun, moon and ſtars ; 
and which broke it to pieces; and divided it into 
ten kingdoms, ſignified by the ten toes in Nebu- 
chadnezzar's dream, and the ten horns in Daniel's 
viſion. The fifth trumpet brought in Mahome: 
and his Saracens, the locuſts; and the ſixth trum- 
pet the Turks, the four angels looked at the river 
Euphrates into the eaſtern empire, which ſet up a 
| | kingdom 
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kingdom there that ftill continues. And now, 
ſince fix of theſe trampets have been blown, and 
the effects have followed predicted by them; why 
ſhould we not moſt firmly believe, that the ſeventh 
trumpet will be blown, when the myſtery of God 
will be finiſhed ; when the kingdoms of this world 


will become our Lord's; when he will take to him- 
ſelf his great power and reign; when he'll deſtroy 
them that deſtroy the earth, and give a reward to 
his ſervants, and to all that fear his name u? be 
tea of the Lord of hofts will perform this. 

* Fourthly, As by the above events, the biritual 
reign of Chrift will take place in the world, ſo by 
his ſecond coming the perſonal reign will be intro- 
dyced, which will laſt a thouſand years; and from 
the fulfillment of prophecy concerning the firſt 
coming of Chriſt, which is predicted in the con- 
text, as we have ſeen, we may moſt ſtrongly ar- 
gue the certain performance of all that reſpects his 
ſecond coming. He came at firſt exactly at the 
time pointed out in prophecy; before the ſceptre 
departed from Judah, while the ſecond temple was 
ſtanding, into which he came, as he was to do, 
and juſt at the expiration of Daniel's weeks. Al 
characters and circumſtances in prophecy meet in 
him; all things concerning him in the law, Pſalms, 
and prophets, had their fulfilling end in him; con- 
cerning his birth, and the place of it; his mean 
appearance in the world; his dęctrines and mira» 


u Rev. x. 7; and xi. 13-18. i -ooech 
cles; 
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cles; his ſufferings and death, and many particular 
circumſtances reſpecting them; as the betraying 
of him by one of his diſciples; felling him for 
thirty pieces of ſilver; crucifying him between 
two thieves; piercing his hands; feet and fide; 
giving him gall and vinegar to drink; caſting lots 
on his veſture, with other things; alſo his reſur- 
rection from the dead, aſcen ſion to heaven, and 
ſeſſion at the right hand of God. And ſince theſe 
things have been completely fulfilled, what room 
or reaſon is chere to doubt, that he will appear a 
ſecond time without ſin to ſalvation? the angels at 
his aſcenſion affirmed he would deſcend from hea- 
ven, as he aſcended; the apoſtle Paul aſſures us he 
ſhall deſcend from heaven with the voice of an 
archangel, and be revealed from thence with his 
mighty angels; and he himſelf has ſaid no leſs than 
three times, in the cloſe of the canon of the Scrip- 
ture, Lo, I come quickly. Let us believe therefore 
that he will come, and make all things new; pro- 
duce new heavens, and a new earth, and ſet up 
his tabernacle among his people, and dwell with 
them, and they reign with him; the zeal of the 
Lord of hoſts will perform this. Which leads me, 
II. To conſider to what the performance of all 
this will be owing; to the zeal of the Lord of hefti: 
he is the Lord of hoſts, or armies, the Maker of 
the hoſts of heaven, and the difpofer of them, 
and rules among them, and does whatever he 
pleaſes; nothing is impoſſible with him, or too hard 


for him; and as * believed that God, who 
promiſed 
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Promiſed was a!ſo able to perform, ſo ſhould we be- 
lieve, that whatever the Lord of hoſts has prophe- 
ſied of, he is able to fulfill, and will fulfill; his 
truth and faithfulneſs are engaged, as for the per- 
formance of his promiſe, ſo of his prophecies; he 
is the unchangeable' Jehovah, God that cannot lie, 
and who never repents of what he has ſpoken, but 
makes all good: his zea/ moves and puts him upon 
it; which may be underſtood either of his wrath 
and indignation againſt his enemies, that jealouſy 
of his that ſmokes againſt them; that zeal and 
vengeance with which he is ſometimes clad: this 
will put him upon performing all that he has ſaid 
concerning antichriſt, againſt whom his indigna- 
tion muſt be raiſed; who has ſpoke great things 
againſt him, and blaſphemed his name, oppoſed 
his Son, his kingdom and intereſt, and perſecuted 
his people: or elſe it may deſign his great love and 
affection. As zeal with men, when right, is no 
other than fervent charity, burning love, and fla- 
ming affection, ſo it may be conſidered here; and 
mean his love for himſelf, his zeal for his on glory, 
which is his ultimate end in creation, in providence, 
in his works of grace, and which will be anſwered 
in the deſtruction of antichriſt, and ſetting up 
the kingdom of his Son in the world: alſo his 
5 ſtrong love and affection to Chriſt, both as his 
own Son, and the Mediator between him and his 
people; and therefore it may be depended on, 
| he'll make him his firſt born higher than the kings 
of the earth: to which may be added his great 
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love to his church and people; which has been fo 
great as to give his Son for them, to become in- 
carnate, and to ſuffer and die in their room, and to 
make him King over them, to protect and defend 
them; and therefore it need not be doubted that 
the kingdom under the whole heaven ſhall be 
given to them, according to promiſe and prophecy a; 
the zeal of the Lord of hoſts, the zeal of his houſe, 
and for it, will perform this. 1 ſhall cloſe with a 
word or two. | | Fs 
What has been ſaid will ſerve greatly to ſupport 
the credit of divine revelation; the ſacred word 
will appear from hence to be indeed the word of 


God, and not the word of men; we may be aſ⸗ 


ſured the ſcripture is divinely inſpired, and is a 
ſure word of prophecy; for what elſe could have 
foretold ſuch numbers of events, which have been 
exactly fulfilled, particularly what relate to Jews and 
Papiſts, who are two ſuch living and ſtanding proofs 


of the truth of the divine revelation, that all 


the deiſts in the world are not able to ſet afide? + 


_ Likewiſe, this may ſerve to encourage our faith, 


as to the performance of whatſoever has been ſpo- 
ken by the Lord; for if he performs all things for 


us in providence, as he does for particular perſons, 


as Job, David, and others, as he did; then much 
more may we believe that he will perform all that he 


has ſaid he will do for himſelf, for his Son, and for 


his church and people in the world, But then, 


u Dan, vil. 27. 


though 


CI? 


though he has ſo particularly prophehed of, and ſo 
peremptorily promiſed theſe things, yet he will be 
enquired of by his people to do them. We 
ſhould therefore pray continually to him, and give 
him no reſt day nor night until they are accom- 
- pliſhed; and for the accompliſhment of which we 
ſhould quietly wait; for there is an appointed 
time, and when that comes there will be no tarry- 
ing: bleſſed is he that waiteth and cameth to the thou- 
ſand three hundred and five and thirty days w. I add 
no more but this wiſh, he Lord direct your hearts 
into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for 


Christ x. 


w Dan. xii, 12. x 2 Theſſ. iii. 5. 
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PALM Ende. 11. 
— The Lird will give Grace 2 


T HE only word in this paſſage I ſhall inſiſt 
upon, is Glonx; by which I underſtand 
the glorious and happy ſtate of the ſaints after 
= the fruit of divine grace, freely given them 
of the Lord. 

I have in ſome former diſcourſes, on RE occa- 
ſions as this treated of the latter-day glory in the 
ſeveral branches of it, and of what ſhall go be- 
fore it, and be done in it; and alſo of the faith 
which ſuch things require, and of the ſure and cer- 
tain performance of them: and now i ſhall treat 
of the ultimate glory of the ſaints in heaven; 
which will commence upon their departure out of 
this world, and be conſummated in the morning 
of the reſurrection from the dead; and this I ſhall 
endeavour to do in the following method: 


I. I ſhall attempt to prove the reality and cer- 
tainty of ſuch an happy ſtate. 

II. Deſcribe it, as I am able, according to the 
ſeriptural account of it. 


III. Point out the perians | that ſhall enjoy it. 
I. Prove 
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I. Prove that there will be a glorious and happy 
ſtate enjoyed by good men after death, or in ano- 
ther world. 


Firf, This will admit of ſome -ſort of proof, 


from the light of nature and reaſon ; not that the 


| kindor nature of ſuch happineſs is-diſcoverable-or 
| © demonſtrable by it; but future happineſs in gene- 
ral, ar ſome general notion of it may, be, _comg at 


chere by it; which may be concluded, 
1. From the natural deſire after deppinen that is 
in mankind; and this deſire of it is univerſal ; there 


is not one man born into the world, if he lives to 


years of diſcretion and underſtanding, and has the 
exerciſe of his reaſon, but is deſirous of happineſs, 
and is eager in his purſuit of it, in ſome way or 
another, and yet does not find it 1n this life; all 
created' beings and excellencies ſay it is not in me, 
as is found by the moſt diligent enquiry after it; 
it is not in worldly wealth and riches; it is not in 
the gratification of ſenſual luſts and pleaſures ; it Is 
not in the honours of this world, in popular ap- 


plauſe, fame, and credit; it is not in natural wiſ- 


dom and knowledge; not in all the endowments 
of the mind, or accompliſhments of the body; no, 
not in any thing in the whole compaſs of the crea- 
tion, Now either this defire of happineſs is 
planted in human nature in vain, which is not 
_ reaſonable to ſuppole ; or elfe there muſt be a fu- 
ture ſtate of happineſs, in which ſome, at leaſt, of 
the individuals of human nature, even good men, 
will have this deſire fully ſatiified; which will be, 
and not before, they awake in the divine /ikene/s. 

2. It 
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2, It may be argued from the unequal diſtribu- 
tion of things in this life, which make the pro- 
vidences of God very intricate and perplexed; and 
they appear attended with ſuch difficulties as we 
are.not able to ſolve, without the ſuppoſition of a 
future ſtate. It is eaſy to obſerve, that wicked men 
oftentimes proſper in this world, and increaſe in 
riches ; abound in an affluence of good things; 
are not afflicted as other men, but ſpend their days 
in plenty, and go down to the grave in peace; 
when, on the other hand, many are the afflictions 
of the righteous; good men are often afflifted in 
their perſons, diſtreſſed in their circumſtances, or - 
labour under the oppreſſion and tyranny of the 
wicked. Now there is no accounting for theſe 
things in a rational manner, without ſuppoſing a 
future ſtate, in which good men will be happy, and 
wicked men miſerable; or the one be comforted, 
and the other tormented: tis only this conſideration 
that can make the preſent ſtate of things fit eaſy 
on a rational mind, or on the mind of a good 
man, and reconcile him to it, 


3. It may be obſerved, that a general no- 
tion of happineſs after death has obtained among 
the wiſer ſort of heathens, who have only been 
guided by the light of nature; (eſpecially among 
ſuch who have given in to the belief of the 
immortality of the ſoul. Hades, or the ſtate | 
and place of the dead, with them were two-» 


fold; the one they called Tartarus, the ſame with 
G hell, 


EY 


bell, a place of torments, where the wicked, after 
death, having been judged by the proper judges, 
and ſentence paſſed upon them, were wafted over 


AM 


the Stygian lake in old Charon's boat ®, com- 


monly called the ferry-man of hell. The other 
they call the Elyſian fields, the iſland of the 
bleſſed, the ſeat of the immortal ones, the place 
where the ſouls of good men go after death ; which 
fields and iſland they place in a temporate air and 
climate; where are no bluſtering ſtorms, nipping 
froſts, and fleecy ſnows, but all calm, quiet, 
warm and comfortable; where are cooling ſhades, 


. refreſhing bowers, fanned with ſoft and gentle ze- 


phyrs ; where are graſſy plains, flowery meads, and 


_ fruitful fields, abounding with all the delights of 


nature, with pure flowing fountains and purling 


ſtreams; where the bleſſed inhabitants are regaled 


with ambroſia and nectar, and where they ſpend 
their happy hours in feaſting, dancing, mirth, 
and muſicb. Theſe things I obſerve, not to ſhew 
that the heathens had any true notion of the nature 
of future happineſs, far from it, but only that the 


Vid. Diodor. Sicul. I. 1. p. 82. Ed. Rhod. Plato in Gor- 
gia, p. 367. Homer, Iliad. 8. ver, 13, 14, 15, 16. Virgil. 
ZEneid, I. 6. ver. 540, . 10 
| b' See Homer. Odyl, 4. ver. 563, &c. 
Devenere locos lætos & amcena vireta 
Fortunatorum nemorum ſedeſque beatas, &c. 
Virgil. Eneid. 1.6. ver. 638, 639, &c. 

Vid. Servium in Rneid. 5. p. 973. Plato. in Axiocho in fine, 
& Pindar, Olymp. Od. 2, p. 96. 98. Ed. Schmid. 
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this alſo ſerves to ſhew what poor things the light of 
nature, and the religion of nature are, which ſome 
men would bring us back again unto. But bleſſed 
be God for a divine revelation; for a more ſure word 
of prophecy for the goſpel, which brings Jife and 
immortality to light e; c; ſets the ſtate of an immortal 
life after death in the trueſt light, as well as ſhews 
us the way unto it. "Wherefore, 


Secondly, The clear and full proof of. the ſaints 
future ſtate. of glory and happineſs i is to be fetched 


from the Scriptures of truth, and may * ne 
concluded, 


1. From the promiſe of God concerning it. 
The divine promiſes to godlineſs and godly men 
reach not only to this life, but to that which is to 
come d; yea, the promiſe of eternal liſe is the prin- 
cipal one; the apoſtle John ſpeaks of it, as if it 
was the only one, becauſe: the chief: this is the 
promiſe he hath promiſed us, even eternal life e; and 
is that indeed in which all the reſt centre and termi- 
nate. It was made very early, before the world 
began, and by that God which cannot lie f, and 
therefore may be depended upon as ſure and cer- 
tain; bleſſed is the man that endureth temptation, for 
when he is tried, by various afflictions in this life, 
be ſhall after death receive the crown of life, even life 


c 2 Pet. i. 19. 2 Tim. i. 10. d 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
© 1 John 11. 25. i .F Tit. 1. 
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belief of it in general did obtain among them; and 


— 


eternal, hich the Lord bath promiſed to | them that 


— 
— — 
* 
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love him go 

2. This glory is not only promiſed, but pre- 
pared; it conſiſts of things unſeen and unheard of 
by men, and not to be conceived of by them in the 
preſent ſtate, and which are prepared b by the Lord 
for all true lovers of him. And this preparation 
of happineſs was very early made; it is a kingdom 
prepared from the foundation of the world i , in the 
councils and purpoſes of 'God, which are unfruſ- 
trable, and can never be made void; nor can 
it, nor will it be given to any other dan to thoſe 


for. whom it is prepared k by the Father of Chriſt, 


and theſe ſhall certainly enjoy it. 


3. Not only this glory! is promiſed and prepared, 
but there are veſſels of mercy afore, and as early 
prepared for this glory in the deſtination and ap- 
pointment of God; there are ſome who are or- 
dained to eternal life m; and theſe, as they cer- 
tainly believe in Chriſt in time, ſo they ſhall moſt 
aſſuredly enjoy that life in eternity to which they 
are ordained z means as well as end being fixed 
and ſure: for God has choſen them from the begin- 


ning; not from the beginning of the goſpel being 


preached unto them, nor from the beginning of 
their converſion, but from the beginning of time, 


even from all eternity; through ſan&ification of the 
. Spirut, and belief of the truth, as means of ſalvation 


g James i. 12. h 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
i Matt. xxv. 34. k Matt. xx. 23. 
1 Rom. ix. 23. m Ads xi. 48. 
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and eternal life; even to the obtaining of the glory of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt n; which he is entered into, is 
poſſeſſed of, and has in his hands to give unto his 
people, and which will partly conſiſt in beholding 
his glory; and theſe things are firm and ſure; 
predeſtination and glorification are links in the 
ſame chain, and cannot be broken and parted ; 
nohom he did predęſtinate— them he alſo glorified o. 
4. The covenant of grace includes and enſures 
a future ſtate of glory and happineſs, as well as 
all the bleſſings of grace for the preſent ; otherwiſe 
it would not be ordered in all things, as it is, even in 
all things convenient for our ſpiritual and eternal 
welfare; nor be all our ſalvation, ſince that compre- 
hends the whole of bliſs and happineſs here and 
hereafter ; nor all our defire p, which certainly ex- 
tends to another world. We call this covenant a 
covenant of grace, becauſe it ſprings from the 
grace of God, is founded on it, and is filled with 
it: the ſcriptures call it the covenant of peace, be- 
cauſe of an article in it reſpecting peace and recon- 
ciliation by Chriſt; and for the ſame reaſon it is 
called the covenant of life d, as well as peace, be- 
cauſe of the article of eternal life which is ſettled 
in it; the form in which the ſubſtance of it runs 
is, I will be their God, and they ſhall be my people r; 


n 2 Theſſ. ii. 13, 14. o Rom. viii, 30» 
p 2 Sam. xxiii. 5f. q Mal, ii. 5. 
F Jer. xxxli. 38. | . 


and 


E 
and as this form of ſpeaking in it, proves the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, and the reſurrection of the 
body, for which laſt our Lord produces it, ſo like- 
wiſe a future ſtate of glory and happineſs ; for 
God is not the God of the dead, but of the living s. 
5. The ſuretyſhip-engagements and  perform- 
afhces of Chriſt give us abundant reaſon to believe 


a future ſtate of bliſs and glory; he became a Surety 
for his people in the covenant of grace, not only 


to bring them to the participation of the bleſſings 


of grace in time, but to bring them to eternal 
glory; not only to bring them to himſelf by faith, 
and into his church and fold here below, but to 
ſet them before his Father's face in heaven; as 
Judah became ſurety for Benjamin, to bring him 


and ſet him before his father Jacob, or bear the 


blame for ever t: wherefore, in conſequence of 


this engagement, he has looked upon himſelf un- 


der obligation to do every thing, in order to bring 
them into this ſtate : he came into this world in 
our nature, to remove all the remoras, obſtruc- 
tions, and difficulties that lay in the way to it, 
and to open the way for enjoyment of it; he came 
that we might have life, and that we might have it 
more abundantlyu ; a more abundant, and a more 
excellent life than Adam had in innocence, or the 
angels in heaven; a life of glory with himſelf : and 


accordingly he will bring all he many ſous to glory, 


s Matt. xxXil. 31, 32. 
u John X. IQ, 


t Gen. xliii. 9. 
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a 
as the great captain of ſalvation; and preſent them 
to his Father, ſaying, Behold I, and the childres 
whom God hath given me . 

6. This we may be further aſſured t from the 
actual entrance of Chriſt into glory after his ſuffer- 
ings and death, which were neceſſary by the ap- 
pointment and promiſe of God ; and into which 
he entered, not as a ſingle perſon only, or for him- 


ſelf alone, but as a common perſon, public head 


and repreſentative of all his people ; he entered 
into heaven as the fore-ranner of them, and took 
poſſeſſion of it in their name, and appears now in 
. the preſence of God * for them, - repreſenting them 
all; inſomuch that they are ſaid y to be already 
made to fit together in heavenly places in Chriſt Feſus ; 
from which it may be moſt certainly concluded, 
that they will fit there in their own perſons here- 
after. 

7. The preparations of Chriſt, and his prayers 
for the future glory of his people, furniſh out an 
argument not inconſiderable, proving the reality 
and certainty of it: In my Father's houſe, ſays 
Chriſt 2, are many manſions, of peace, joy, bliſs 
and happineſs ; if it were not ſo, I would have told 
von; Which is a ſtrong and invincible proof of the 
truth we are treating of: [ go to prepare a place 
for you ; meaning in the other world, in his Fa- 
ther's houſe; which, though a kingdom pre- 


w Heb, 11, 10. 13. x Heb. vi. 20. and ix. 24. 
y Eph. ii. 6. z John xiv. 2, 3. 
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pared from eternity in the will, purpoſe and de- 
ſign of God, yet required another and freſh pre- 
paration, by the perſonal preſence and powerful in- 
terceſſion of Chriſt ; and if I go and prepare a place 
for you, as he certainly would and did; I will come 
again and receive you unto myſelf, that where I am, 
there ye may be alſo; of which no doubt is to be 
made: and his prayers and interceſſions are for the 
ſame thing, of which we have an inſtance and ex- 
ample in his interceſſory prayer here on earth; 
Father, I will that they alſo whom thou haſt given me 
be with me where I am, that they may behold my 
glory a; and his prayers always were, and ever will 
be heard. 8 
8. In effectual vocation, the people of God are 
called to this glory: hence the apoſtle Paul ex- 
horted Timothy to lay Hold on eternal life b; to look 
for it, expect it, and believe that he ſhould enjoy 
it; adding this as a reaſon or argument, wherennto 
thou art alſo called; and ſo is every one that is ef- 
fectually called by the grace of God; and there- 
fore are under obligation to wal worthy of him 
who hath called them to his kingdom and glory e: and 
they may be aſſured, that the God of all grace, who 
hath called them into his eternal glory by Jeſus Chriſt d, 
will bring them to the enjoyment of it; for he is 
faithful who has called them, who alſo will do it ; 
whom he called—them be alſo glorified e; between ef- 
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a John xvii. 24. b 1 Tim. vi. 12. 
"Si Theſſ. Ul, 12. d I Pet. V. 10. 
e Rom, viii, 30. 


fect ual 


13 


feftual yocation, and eternal glory, is an ape 
rable connection. 

9. Not only the grace of the Spirit of God in 
regeneration and converſion, which is the ſaints 
meetneſs for glory, and evidence of it, proves a fu- 
ture ſtate of bliſs and glory, ſince it is a well of 
living water fpringing up unto everlaſting life f: but 
the Spirit himſelf is given them as an earneſt of it, 
even he is the earneſt of their inheritance, until the 
redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, and by him 
they are ſealed to the day of redemptions; and as 
ſure as they have received the earneſt, they ſhall 
enjoy the inheritance, or By poſſeſſed of eternal 
life. 

to. The defires of che ſaints after the heavenly 
glory, and their aſſurance of it, which at leaſt 
ſome of them have in this life, and at the hour of 
death, have no ſmall weight in them for the con- 
firmation of this truth. Often do they defire, . 
with the apoſtle Paul, o depart out of this world 
and be with Cbriſt, which is far better h; far better 
for them, and moſt eligible by them; they chuſe 
rather to be abſent from the body, that they might 
be preſent with the Lord i; and what ſtrong aſſu- 
rance have ſome of them had of their future hap- 
pineſs? as the patriarchs of old, who died in faith, 
not only of the Meſſiah's coming, and of the 


f John iv. 14. and iv. 30. g 2 Cor. v. 5. Eph % 14. 
h Phil. i. 23. . 1 2 Cor. V, 6, 8. 
k Heb. xi. 13 
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bleflings of grace by him, but of their belonging 
to that city, whoſe builder and maker is God, the 
apoſtle there is ſpeaking of: ſo ſays David l, Thou 
ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, and afterward receive 
me to glory; and the apoſtle Paul ſpeaks not only 
14 for himſelf, and in the name of miniſters of the 
1 word, his brethren, but in the behalf of all the 
14 ſaints; wwe know that after death we have an honſe 
| | not made with hands, eternal in the heavens m: and 
how many precious ſaints, martyrs, and confeſſors 
| i of Jeſus, with others, when they have been abour 
to leave this world, have cried Glory, glory, glory, 
as having fight of it, and fully affured of their go- 
ing to it? Now though this, with an infidel world, 
may be reckoned dream and enthuſiaſm ; yet, 
along with the evidence before given, will leave no 
room for a truly gracious ſoul to doubt of ſuch a 
ſtate. And agreeable to all this, according to di- 
vine revelation, it appears to be matter of fact, 
that good men, as ſoon as they depart from hence, 
are immediately with Chriſt; that thoſe that die in 
him are from thenceforth bleſſed, from the moment of 
their death, and reſt from their labours, and their 
works follow them n; that angels ſtand around their 
dying beds, waiting to do their office; and as ſoon 
as the ſoul is ſeparated from the body, eſcort it 
through the regions of the air to the heavenly bliſs; 
ſo Lazarus, when he died, was at once carried by 


1 Pſal. lxxiii, 24. m 2 Cor. v. 1. 
u Phil. i. 23. Rev, xiv, 13. 
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angels mto Abraham's boſom; and the penitent 
thief, that ſuffered on the croſs, was hat 2 with 
Chriſt in paradiſe o. But I go on, 

II. To deſcribe this glorious ſtate. This I con- 
feſs is a taſk fitter for an angel than a man, or for 
a glorified ſaint in heaven, than for a poor frail mor- 
tal finful creature on earth. However, I ſhall make 
an atempt, though it be but a feeble one, under 
the direction and guidance, and with the aſſiſtance 
of the ſacred Scriptures: and which I ſhall endea- 
your to do, 

Firſt, By obſerving thoſe images by which the 
heavenly glory is repreſented; images which are ta- 
ken from things the moſt grand and ftriking, of 
the greateſt worth, value, and eſteem among 
men. 

x. It rs repreſented by an. houſe; but ſuch an 
one as is not to be found any where on earth, 42 
building of God, an houſe notmade with hands, eternal 
in the heavens p; it is not of this building, or of 
man's; it is built by him that built all things; it 
is an houſe whoſe builder and maker is God, and 
not man: there have been many men that have 
been famous for their ſkill in architecture, and 
many fine buildings have been erected by them, 
which have perpetuated their memory to many 
ages; ſuch as the temple built by Solomon, re- 
built by Zorobabel, and repaired by Herod; con- 
cerning which the diſciples ſaid to Chriſt, Mafer, 


. \ 


© Luke xvi. 22. and xxiii. 43, p 2 Cor. v. 1. 


H 2 lee 


# 


I - bi. 1&1} 
ſee what manner of ones, and what buildings are 
here q ; but, alas, what were thoſe buildings to 


this we are ſpeaking of! they were he holy places t 
made with hands, which were the figures of the true; j 
this the true holy places themſelves, not made with f 
bands r ; not with the hands of men, but with | 
the hands of God; not an erection of men's h 
works, but the effect of divine grace, the pure, 0 
free · grace gift of God, through Jeſus Chriſt our t 
i Lord: this houſe 1s in the heavens, and is oppoſed 
to the earthly houſe of our tabernacle ; to theſe houſes 1 
of clay, which have their foundation in the duſt; b 
and it is called our houſe which is from heaven s; be- t 
ing entirely of an heavenly kind and nature, and V 
. it is eternal: ſome men build their houſes here f 
on earth in ſuch manner, that they fancy they Je 
will continue for ever, to all generations t; but theſe, 0 
either through length of time, fall to decay, or are n 
demoliſhed by ann enemy, or conſumed by fire, a 
or tumbled down by an earthquake; but this hea- a 
venly houſe always abides, and all the apartments t 
in it are everlaſting havitations u: to which may be If 
added, that this is Chriſt's Father's houſe, in which, 1 
are many manſions w; not only which he has built, k; 
but in which he dwells, and where he will have all 0 
his children ; and it is our Father's houſe, as well as a 
Chriſt's, which makes it ſtill more endearing : and ll 
q Mark xiii. 1. r Heb. ix. 23. 
s 2 Cor. v. a. t Pſal. xlix. 17. 


vu Luke xvi. Os W John xiv. 2. | 
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2 roomy one it is; there are many manſions, dwell- 
ing-places of reſt, peace and joy in it; many, for 
the many ordained to eternal life; for the many 
juſtified by the obedience of Chriſt ; for the many 
for whom his blood was ſhed for the remiſſion of 
fins; for the many ſons he brings to glory; yea, 
here is room enough for the innumerable company, 
choſen, redeemed and called out of every kindred, 
tongue, people, and nation. 

2, It is called an inheritance. This enlarges the 
idea; for though, with ſome, an inheritance may 
be but a ſingle houſe, a mean cottage, a ſmall pit- 
tance; yet, with others, it is an aſſemblage of 
wealth and riches: it conſiſts of many houſes, 
farms, eflates and poſſeſſions, of gold and ſilver, 
jewels and precious ſtones. Heaven 1s often ſpoken 
of as an inheritance, in alluſion to the land of Ca- 
naan, which was diſtributed by lot for an inherit- 
ance to the children of Iſrael: hence, ſays the 
apoſtle, in whom, ſpeaking of Chriſt, we have ob- 
tained an inheritance, or a lot x; an inheritance by 
lot; not that it is a caſual thing, ſince it follows 
Being predeflinated according to the good purpoſe of 
him, who worketh all things after the counſel of his 
own will; but becauſe every faint bas his lot, part, 
and portion in it; for it is an inheritance of the 
ſaints in light, and among all them which are ſauctiſied y. 
There are many things in which Canaan and the 
heavenly glory agree, I have not time to attend to 


* Fph,1. 11, y Col. i. 12. Acts xx. 32. 
now; 
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now; only would obſerve, that the Iſraelites were 
brought into the poſſeſſion of their inheritance, 
not by Moſes, but by Joſhua; ſo the faints are 
brought to heaven, not by the works of the law, 
or their obedience to that, but by Jeſus, the great 
captain of their ſalvation. Heaven is alfo called 
an inheritance, in alluſion to inheritances among 
men, which are not acquired by labour and dili- 
gence, nor purchaſed with money, but be- 
queathed by relations and friends, and are tranſ- 
mitted from father to ſon. So the heavenly glory 
3s not obtained by the works of men, though they 
naturally think they muſt do ſome good thing to 
inherit eternal liſe ; nor is it to be purchaſed, if a 
man would give all the ſubſtance of his houſe for 
it, it would utterly be contemned: it is be- 
queathed to ſaints by their heavenly Father, whoſe 
good pleaſure it is to give them the kingdom 2 ; and 
this he gives by will, by teſtament, and which comes 
to them by, upon, and through the death of the 
teftator, Jeſus Chriſt, And it ſolely belongs to 
children, if children then heirs a; not to ſervants, 
no, not the miniſtring ſpirits, who miniſter for them 
who ſhall be, or rather who are heirs of ſalvation, or 
Hall inherit it b; much leſs to the children of the 
bondwoman, or to ſtrangers; only to thoſe who 
are predeſtinated to the adoption of children, or 
are fellow - citizens witli the ſaints, and of the houſ- 


2 Luke xĩi. 32. a Rom, viii. 17. 
b Heb. i. 14» | 
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hold of God. This is an inheritance which is iu. 
corruptible, whereas all earthly inheritances are cor- 
ruptible things; but this cannot be corrupted by 
any ching, by ſin, or any thing elſe, and none but 
incorruptible perſons ſhall enjoy it; it is undefiled, 
and will ever remain ſo, and none that defileth, or 


is defiled, ſhall ever poſſeſs it; it fadeth not away, 
nor the glory of it, as earthly inheritances, 
through length of time do; it is reſerved in the 
heavens,” ſafe and ſecure for all the heirs of it, and 
they are kept by the power of God for itc; it is 
an eternal inheritance d, out of the poſſeſſion of 
which the right heirs will never be ejected. 

3. The glory of the ſaints in heaven is expreſſed 
by a city, which {till more enlarges the idea of it'; 
a city, whoſe builder and maker is God, and ſo infi. 
nitely beyond any thing of this kind on earth; a 
city, which has foundations e, more than one, the 
everlaſting: love of God, the unalterable covenant 
of grace, and the Rock of Ages, Jeſus Chriſt; ſo 
| that it ſtands firm and immoveable, and cannot be 
ſhaken and thrown down, as ſome cities (of late) 
have been by earthquakes f: here no city is con- 
tinuings but in length of time falls to ruin ; but 
this always abides the glory of it cannot be 


. * 
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e 1 Pet. i. 4+ d Heb. ix, 15, 
e Heb, xi. 10. 
F As Liſbon and Mequinez lately, and many others 
ſhaken and damaged in divers places, and in almoſt all parts 
ef the world. See Matt, xxiv. 7, 
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expreſſed and deſeribed by men; the deſcription 
of the city of the new Jeruſalem ſeems to be hy- 
perbolical, and to exceed belief; the figures by 
which it is ſet forth are bold and ſtrong; as that 
its walls is of jaſper, its foundations precious ſtones, 
its gates of pearl, and the ſtreets thereof of pure 
gold, tranſparent as glaſs e; and yet as bold and 
ſtrong as theſe figures are, they fall ſhort of ſetting 
forth the true and real grandeur of it. 

4. The heavenly ſtate is fignified by a kingdom ; 
which carries the idea of it higher ſtill, and gives 
amore exalted notion of it. Saints are kings, not 
titular and nominal ones; they have a kingdom now 
which cannot be moved; and which lies in righteou/- 
neſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt f; and they are 
heirs of another, = kingdom prepared for them from 
the foundation of the world; a kingdom and glory, or a 
glorious kingdom, to which they are called and 
fitted for in effeEtual vocation; an everlaſting 
kingdom, into which they will be introduced” when 
time ſhall be no more with them 8; a kingdom that 


has all the regalia belonging to it. The glory of this 


ſtate is ſometimes expreſſed by a crotun, and is called 
a crown of life, even of eternal life, and will be en- 
joyed for ever; @ crown of righteouſneſs, which will 


be given by the righteous TE in a way of righ- 
h 


teouſneſs, and according to the rules of juſtice; 
a crown of glory, that fadeth not away; not like the 


e Rev. xxi. 18—21, f Heb, xii. 28. Rom. xiv, 17. 
E Matt. xxv. 34. 1 Theff. ii. 12. 2 Pet. i. 8. 
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parlarids or crowns given to conquerors in the 

Olympic games, to which the alluſion is, which 

were made ſometimes of flowers and herbs, that 
ſoon withered away; they ran, they ſtrove to ob- 

tain a corruptible crown, we an incorruptible one g; 

the ſame is alſo expreſſed by a zhronve, another en- 
fign or emblem of the glory of a kingdom; 4 
throne of glory, or a glorious throne, to which the 
ſaints are raiſed from the dunghil/ h, to fit upon and 
inherit, even the ſame 7hrone Chriſt himſelf fits upon; 
for, ſays he i, to him that overcometh, will 1 grant 10 
fit with me in my throne, even as I alſo overcame, and 
am ſet down with my Father on his throne. How 
glorious and magnificent muſt this ſtate be ! 

5. It is ſet forth by every thing that is pleaſing 
and grateful to the mind, or ſtriking to the ſenſes; 


and by ſuch things as exceed all the enjoyments of 
] them in this world. Here the ſaints will fir down 
7 with Chriſt at his table, and drink new wine with 
X him in his Father's kingdom ; here they will pluck 
" and eat of the fruit of the tree of life, which lands 
7 in the midſt of the paradiſe of God; that tree of 
4 life which bears twelve manner of fruits, yielded 
" every month, the leaves of which are for the heal- 
1 ing of the nations ; here they will drink of the ri- 
'Y ver of divine pleaſure, that pure water of life, pro- 


te; ceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb k 


E Rev. ii. 11. 2 Tim, iv. 8. 1 Pet. v. 4 1 Cor. ix. 25. 
h 1 Sam. ii. 8. i- Rev. iii. 21. 
* Luke xxii. 18, 30. Rev. ii. 7, and xxii. 1, 2. 
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here they will ſee what eye hath not ſeen, hear what he 
ear hath not heard, nor have entered into the heart of man; 
the eye of man has ſeen many things on earth very 
grand and illuſtrious, and what have been very en- 

- tertaining to it; but it never ſaw ſuch objects az 
will be ſeen in heaven: the ear of man has heard 
and been entertained with very pleaſing ſounds, 
very delightful muſic, vocal and inſtrumental; but 
it never heard ſuch muſic as will be heard in hea- 
ven: the heart of man can conceive of more than 

1 it has either ſeen or heard; but it never conceived 

| of ſuch things as will be enjoyed in the world above. 

| Secondly, Our conceptions of the heavenly glory, 

| at leaſt of the greatneſs of it, may be aided and 

afiſted by conſidering the epithets given unto it. 
| | 

| 


It is repreſented as an unſeen glory, as conſiſting of 
things not ſeen m, which are eternal; which faith and 
| hope for the preſent have only concern with: faith 

| ; [ is the ſubſlance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
| things not ſeen n; we have not fo much as a glimpſe 
; | of this glory but by faith; and hope is waiting for 
l it, as ſomething yet unſeen: hope that is ſeen is not 
= hope, for what a man ſeeth, why doth he yet hope for? 
8 but if we hope for that we ſee not, then do we with pa- 

1 

j tience wait for ito. This glory is allo future; no- 
10 thing as yet enjoyed is that; it is ſomething to 
j come, greater than ever has been poſſeſſed in this 
_ world; it is a glory that ſhall be revealed; it is grace, 
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or that glory which is the perfection of grace, that 
is to be brought unto us at the revelation of Chriſt, 
when the ſaints ſhall appear with him in glory; at 
preſent it does not appear what they ſhall be, but 
when he ſhall appear, they ſhall be like him, and ſee 


him as be is p. Moreover, this glory is an incompa- \ 


" rable one; there is nothing in this world to be 
compared to it. All the wealth, riches, and gran- 
deur of it are triſling and empty things in compa- 
riſon of it. The apoſtle has a ſtrange expreſſion, 
at. irſt fight, upon this ſubject: I reckon, ſays he q, 
that the ſufferings of this preſent time are not worthy 10 
be compared with the glory which ſhall be revealed in us. 
One would rather have thought he ſhould have 
ſaid, that all that can be defired and enjoyed in the 
preſent ſtate, are not to. be compared or made 
mention of with the glory of the other world; but 
he inſtances in the ſufferings of the ſaints, the pu- 
reſt part of their ſervices, if they may be called ſo, 
and aſſerts that theſe are far from being meritorious 
of this glory, fall infinitely ſhort of it, there being 
no proportion between them and that; they are 
light afflictions, this a weight of glory; they for a 
moment, this eternal; and this is what ſupports the 
ſaints in their ſuffering circumſtances, and makes 
them chuſe affliftion with the people of God, and to 
efteem reproach for Chrift's ſake greater riches than the 
treaſures in Egypt, having reſpeci to the recompence of 


p Rom. viii. 18, Col, iii. 4 1 John iii. 2, 
q Rom. viii. 18. : 
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reward b; which is of grace, and not of works; 
and cauſes them to fate 'joyfully the ſpoiling of their 
goods, for the ſake of Chriſt, knowing that they 
have in heaven a better and an enduring ſubſtance c. 
Likewiſe this glory is always the ſame ; the glory of 
this world paſles away, but the glory of the world 
to come never will: is it a crown of glory? it is 
a never-fading one; is it an inheritance? it is an 
inheritance that fadeth not away. When king- 
doms, crowns and ſcepters are no more, and all 
that is great and glorious in this world, this will 
endure; for it is eternal glory d the God of all 
grace calls his people to, and will put them in the 
poſſeſſion of. This epithet is joined to all the ima- 
ges by which it is expreſſed ; is it an houſe ? it is 
eternal in the heavens; is it an inheritance ?-it is 
an eternal one; is it a city? it is what continues 
for ever; is it a kingdom? it is an everlaſting one; 
it is a being ſor ever with the Lord, and which 
raiſes and aggrandizes the idea of it. 

Thirdly, We may obtain ſome further know- 
ledge of the glory of heaven, by conſidering 
what will be the enjoyment of the ſaints, both in 
the ſeparate ſtate of the ſoul before the reſurrec- 
tion, and in its conjunct ſtate with the body after it. 

1ſt, In its ſeparate ſtate before the reſurrection. 
The ſoul of a faint, as ſoon as ſeparated from the 
body, as has been obſerved, will be immediately 


b Heb. xi. 25, 26. C Chap, x. 34. 
d 1 Pet. v. 10. 


with 
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with Chriſt, and happy; it will enter into, and 
enjoy the preſence of God and Chriſt. And if the 
gracious preſence of God is ſo defirable by his 
people now, that they chuſe not to go any where 
| without it, but ſay with Moſes, ,Jf thy preſence go 
not with me, carry us not up hence©; if this gives 
more joy and gladneſs than the increaſe of all 
worldly enjoyments : what will the glorious pre- 
ſence of the Lord be, in which preſence is fulneſs of 
joy, and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures for evermoret, 
not to be conceived of? If the preſence of Chriſt 
in his church is ſuch, as makes his tabernacles 
amiable, and a day in his courts better than a thouſand 8 
elſewhere ; 1f the enjoyment of him by his diſciples 
at his transfiguration upon the mount, was ſuch 
as cauſed them to ſay, it is good for us to be here h; 
how glorious and happy muſt it be, to be for ever 
with him 1n a ſtate where there will be no more a 
ſeparation from him, nor interruption of commu- 
nion with him ? for in this ſtate the ſeparate ſoul 
ſhall enjoy uninterrupted communion with the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit. If fellowſhip with the Fa- 
ther and with the Son cauſes ſaints now to exult 
and glory when they enjoy it; and if the commu- 
nion of the Holy. Ghoſt is ſo deſirable, and is 
prayed and wiſhed for now, what will all this be 
in a ſtate of perfection? if to ſit with Chriſt at his 


table, when our ſpikenard ſends forth the ſmell thereof, 


s Exod, xxx1il. 1g, F Pial. Wi. 11. 
g Pſal. Ixxxiv. 1. 0. h Matt. xvii. 4. 


and 


[ 26 ] 

and to be brought into Chriſt's bangueting horſe, 
where bis banner over us is lobe i, under which we 
ſup with him, and he with us, are ſo exceeding 
delightful and entertaining now ; what will it be 
to fit down with him at bis table in his kingdom 
and glory! To which may be added, that there 
will be in this ſtate not only communion with God, 
but conformity to him; ſaints will be like him, as 
well as ſee him: if every view of the glory of Chriſt 
by faith is aſſimulating now, and changes into 
the. ſame image from glory to gloryk; what will a 
full view of him, a clear fight of him, do? Then 
will the great end of predeſtination, 10 be conformed 
to the image of the Son of God 1, be compleatly an- 
ſwered with reſpe& to the ſoul; which in all its 
powers and faculties will bear a reſemblance to 
Chriſt, and be wholly ſwallowed up in him ; its 
underſtanding will have a clear and unbeclouded 
diſcernment of him; the bias of the mind will be 
wholly towards him; the will will be entirely ſub- 
- mitted to him; the affections will be in the ſtrongeſt 
manner ſet upon him, and things above; and the 
memory will be fully ſtored with heavenly and di- 
vine things; there will be nothing irregular and 
diſagreeable in the ſoul in its motions, thoughts, 
and actions. Beſides all this, there will be a con- 
verſe, in this ſeparate ſtate, with angles, and the ſpi- 
rits of juſt men made perfect. How angels com- 


3 Cant. i, 12. and ii. 4. k 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
1 Rom. vill. 29. 


muni- 
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municate their thoughts to, and converſe with 
each other, we know not; but no doubt they 
have ways and means by.which they do, and in 
the ame way can communicate and converſe with 
the fouls of men, ſpirits like themſelves; and 
theſe alſo, one with another, which will be a con- 
fderable branch of the happineſs of this ſeparate 
ſtare : in which alſo there will be perfect know- 
ledge in the ſoul ; perfect knowledge of God in 
his attributes, perſons, and works, fo far as a crea- 
ture is capable of; perfect knowledge of the Son 


of God in his perſon, offices, and grace; perfect 


knowledge of the bleſſed Spirit; perfect know- 
ledge of angels; perfect knowledge of one another, 


the providences of God, which have been intri- 
cate and obſcure here, but now will be manifeſt; 
perfect knowledge of the doctrines of the goſpel, 
of the myſteries of grace; now we know and pro- 


Pbecy but in part, but then ſhall we know as we are 


known m. There will be alſo perfect holineſs ; the 


| foul will be entirely free from the being of fin, as 


well as from the guilt and pollution of it ; it will 
be wholly delivered from the body of fin and death, 
under which it now groans, and be without ſpot or 


blemiſh, or any ſuch thing; no ſinful thought, no 


impure defire, nor any evil inclination or bias in it. 


And ſo there will be perfect peace of mind: if perfect 
peace is given to ſuch as believe now, much more 


m 1 Cor, xi}i. 9. 12. Matt, xxv, 21. 


here- 


of which more hereafter; perfect knowledge of 


12 1 


hereafter ; the end of ſuch will be peace; when 
they die they enter into it, even into the joy of their 
Lord ®, which will be full, everlaſting, and with- 


© . out interruption. i 
2dly, At the reſurrection there will be a glory 


upon the body as well as upon the ſoul; a glory equal 
to that of the ſun, moon, and ſtars: the body, 
which is ſown in the earth in corruption, à vile 
body, corrupted by ſin, and now by death, and 
laid in corruption and duſt, ſhall be raiſed in incor- 
ruption o; no more to be corrupted by fin, or by 
diſeaſes, or by death; This corruptible ſhall put on 
incorruption, and this mortal ſhall put on immortality, 
and death ſhall be ſwallowed up in victory, an en- 


tire conqueſt being obtained over it: and what is 


fown in diſhonour, and has loſt all its beauty and 
glory, and become nauſeous and fit only to be the 
companion of worms, ſhall be raiſed in glory ; in 
the utmoſt perfection, beauty, and comelineſs, 
faſhioned like to the glorious body of Chriſt, and 
ſhine like the ſun in the firmament of heaven : 
and what is ſown in weakneſs, having loſt all its 
ſtrength, and carried by others to the grave, ſhall 
be raiſed in power ; ſtrong and hale, able to ſub- 
fiſt without food, and to move itſelf from place to 
place, and will attend the ſervice of God and the 
Lamb, without weakneſs and wearineſs ; there 
will be no more complaint of this kind, the ſpirit 


n Pal, xxxvii. 375. Ifa. lvii. 2, 
0 1 Cor, xv. 41—44 53, 54 
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& willing, but the fleſh is weak p: and what is /owon 2 
natural body, or an animal one, which, while it lived, 
was ſupported with animal food, and when. it died, 
died as animals do, ſhall be raiſed, a ſpiritual body; 
not turned into a ſpirit, for then it would not have 
fleſh and bones, as it will have; but it will ſubſiſt 
as ſpirits do, without food, and the like, and no 
more die; then it will be no incumbrance to the 
ſoul, as now, in ſpiritual ſervices, but aiding and 
aſſiſting to it in them, and be fitted for ſpiritual 
employments, and to convetſe with ſpiritual ob- 
jects; and thus will it continue for ever. Where- 
fore, ; 

gdly, In this conjunct ſtate, when ſoul and body 
will be united together, there will be a freſh acceſ- 
ſion of glory to the whole man, and new enjoy- 
ments poſſeſſed, or the ſame in a more large oy 
ſenſible: manner. As, 

1. There will be what is commonly called the 
| beatific viſion; which though in part enjoyed be- 
ſore, will be now enlarged, apd will be both in- 
tellectual and corporeal, according to the diverſity 
of objects it will be concerned with, 

(.) There will be the viſion of God: now we 
walk ly faith, then by fight ; we ſhall ſee his face 
in righteouſueſs, yea, face to face, and even ſee. him as 
be is 4; not his eſſence and nature, ſo as to com- 


pPrehend it; but ſhall have a clear and unbeclouded 


P Matt, xxi. 41. q 2 Cor. v. 7. Pf, xvii. 15. 
1 Cor. xiii. 12. 1 John iii. 2. 


K appre- 


and ſent him in the fulneſs of time, to be our 
Redeemer and Saviour: we - ſhall ſee the Son of 


-our nature, ſuffered and died in our room and ſtead; 
who roſe again, aſcended to heaven, is ſet down 
at the right-hand of God, and will judge the world 


| 1 
apprehenſion of his perfections and glory: we {hall 
ſee God in all his perſons; we ſhall ſee the Father 
of Chriſt and ours, who loved us with an everlaſting 
love; who choſe and bleſſed us with all ſpiritual 
bleſſings in his Son; who made a covenant with 
him, and us in him, ordered in all thingy 
and ſure; who laid help on him the mighty One, 


God himſelf, who became our Surety, and is the 
Mediator between God and man; who affumed 


in righteouſneſs : we ſhall ſee the glory of his di. 
vine perſon, with the eyes of our underſtanding 


fully enlightened; and his glory as Mediator, of | 


which we have little knowledge now, only believe 


it, but then we ſhall have a clear underſtanding 
and, diſcernment of it; yea, in our eb ſhall we /: 
God, as Job ſays r, and with our corporeal eyes be- 
hold the glory of Chriſt's human body; we ſhall 
ſee that beautiful face that was once beſmeared with 
ſweat and blood,” ſhine like the ſun in its ful 
ſtrength; and thoſe bleſſed temples that wen 
crowned with thorns, crowned with glory and ho- 
nour; and him whoſe hands and feet were pierced 
wich nails, and covered with gore blood, holding 


* Job xix. 26, 27. 
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che ſceptre of his kingdom, or walking in ſtately 


majeſty, or fitting on his throne of glory: we ſhall 
ſee the bleſſed Spirit, who convinced us of fin, 
righteouſneſs, and judgment, and was our quick- 
ener and comforter; who led us into truth, and 
took of the things of Chrift and ſhewed them to us; 
who witneſſed to our fpirits that we were the chil- 
dren of God, and often aſſiſted us in our prayers 
to him; was the earneſt of our inheritance, and 


by whom we were ſealed unto the day of redemp- 


tion: we ſhall ſee him who began, and carried on, 
and perfected the work of grace in us; and. that 
with the greateſt pleaſure and thankfulneſs. 

(2.) Saints will ſee all the holy angels in their ſhin- 
ing forms, ranks, and orders; thoſe thrones, domi- 


nions, principalities, and powers made by Chriſt, 
and ſubject to him: we ſhall ſee thoſe ſons of God, 


thoſe morning ſtars that ſung together when the 


W ioundation of the earth was laid; thoſe ten thou- 


lands of holy ones that made ſuch a conſiderable 


figure in the apparatus at mount Sinai, when from 
the Lord's right-hand went a fiery law; that mul- 
Wtitude of the heavenly hoſt that deſcended at 
$ Chriſt's incarnation, and ſung glory to God in the 
C higheſt, on earth peace, and goud-will to men; 
that numerous company of them that attended 
Jour Lord at his aſcenſion, and will be with him 
Ewhen he comes a ſecond time to judge the world 
in righteouſneſs : we ſhall ſee them bowing their 
heads, whilſt they adore the divine being, and gele- 
brate the perfections of his nature, and clapping 


K 2 | their 


- 


their wings whilſt the heavenly arches reſound their 
praiſes, and thoſe of glorified ſaints. 

(3.) The ſaints will ſee and know one another in 
this perfect ſtate. This queſtion was aſked Lu- 
ther a little before his death *, Whether we ſhould 
know one another in the other world? to which he 
anſwered; by obſerving the caſe of Adam, who 
knew Eve to be the fleſh of his fleſh, and bone 
of his bone, whom he had never ſeen before. How 
did he know this, ſays he? By the Spirit of God, 
by revelation ; ſo, added he, ſhall we know parents, 
wives, children, in the other world; and that more 
perfectly. Beſides, how did the apoſtles know 

Moſes and Elias on the mount with Chriſt, whom 
they had never ſeen before, no not any ſtatue, pic- 
ture, or repreſentation of them, which were not 
allowed among the Jews, but by revelation? ſo 
the ſaints ſhall know one another in heaven; how 
otherwiſe can thoſe, whom goſpel-miniſters have 
been the inſtruments of their converſion and edifi- 
cation, be their joy and crown of rejoicing at the 
laſt day ? And indeed it ſeems neceffary to the fe- 
licity of ſociety to know one another; we are ne- 
ver quite free and eaſy in company, when a ſtran- 
ger is in it we Know not: and it will undoubtedly 
give a pleaſure not to be expreſſed, to ſee and know 
thoſe perſonages we then ſhall, There we ſhall 
ſee the firſt man that was in the world, the head and 
repreſentative of all mankind, and the figure of 
him that was to come, with Eve the mother of all 
living; we ſhall ſee this happy pair in- a more 

Vid. Melchior, Adam, vit, Lutheri, p. 154. 
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exalted ſtation” than when in a ſtate of innocence 
in Eden's garden: there we ſhall ſee the firſt: mar- 
tyr, whoſe blood was ſhed in the cauſe of religion, 
who by faith in the facrifice of Chriſt, at that 
diſtance from it, offered a more excellent one than 
his brother: there we ſhall ſee the man that ſaw 


two worlds, the old world that then was, and the 


preſent one that now is; who built an ark for the 


ſaving of himſelf and family, when the world of 
the ungodly was ſwept away with the deluge: there 


we ſhall ſee Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, with the 
reſt of the patriarchs, both before and after the 
flood, and fit down with them in the kingdom of 


heaven: there we ſhall ſee Moſes, the meckeſt of 
men, by whom the Lord did ſuch wonders in the 
land of Ham, and in the fields of Zoan, the 


lawgiver of Iſrael, who led them through the Red- 
ſea and wilderneſs, to the border of Canaan's land: 


there we ſhall ſee the man after God's own 


heart, the ſweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael, ſtriking his 
harpto a higher note, to a better tune, and to bet- 


ter purpoſe than when here on earth: there we 


ſnall ſee the evangelic prophet Iſaiah, with the reſt 
of his brethren the prophets, who propheſied be- 
fore - hand of the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the 
glory that ſhould follow: there we ſhall ſee the 


fore · runner and harbinger of Chriſt, who prepared 


his way by preaching and baptizing, and who ſo 
clearly pointed him out as the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the fins of the world: there we ſhall 
ſee the apoſtles of Chriſt, the companions of our 


dear 
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dear Redeemer, who heard his doctrines, ſaw his 
miracles, and were witneſſes of his ſufferings, 
death, reſurrection, and aſcenſion to heaven, and 
were the inſtruments of ſpreading the goſpel 
through the ſeveral parts of the world, and ſealed 
it with their blood: there we ſhall ſee the wondrous 
man that was caught up into the third heaven, 
who heard words unſpeakable, not lawful for a 
man to utter; who preached the goſpel from Jeru- 
ſalem round about to Illyricum, and was the 
means of converting ſo many thouſands of ſouls, 
and of planting ſo many churches in the Gentile 
world. There we/ſhall ſee all the confeſſors and 
and martyrs of Jeſus, that have been 1n all ages; 
yea, the general aſſembly and church of the firſt- 


born, whoſe names are written in heaven; the 
bride, the Lamb's wife, with the glory of God up- 
on her; even the whole innumerable company of 
the choſen, redeemed, and called ones, cloathed no 
in white robes, and palms in their hands. fo 
2. As in this ſtate there will be an enjoyment of no 
all that is good, ſo a freedom from all that is evil. no 
There will be an entire deliverance from ſin; the of 
ſaints will no more groan, being burdened with it; ¶ ger 
the Canaanite will be na more in the land; or an 
ſuch fins and corruptions in the heart, which are Wil 
now thorns in the fleſh, and pricks in the eyes and | 
fides of good men ; there will be no more a prick- de 
ing briar, or grieving thorn, through the heavenly ha 


land ; or any temptations of Satan to diſturb and 
moleſt ; the people of God will be out of the reach 
| of 


11 


of his fiery darts: he found ways and means to get 
into the earthly paradiſe, to ſeduce our firſt parents, 
but he will never be able to get into the heavenly 
paradiſe z. he is caſt out and fallen from thence, 


and will never re-afſume his place any more there: | 


nor will wicked men any more oppreſs them, there 
the wicked ceaſe from troubling * ; nor will their ears 
be offended any more with their oaths and blaſ- 
phemies, or grieved with their filthy converſation ; 
they will then be ſhut up in the pit of deſtruction, 
and a vaſt chaſm, a great gulph fixed between 
them, ſo that there will be no paſſing from one to 
the other: nor will there be any afflictions attend- 
ing the ſaints in this ſtate; they will now be come 
out of great tribulations, and ſhall hunger and 
thirſt no more, nor be annoyed and diſtreſſed with 
any outward calamity whatever ; there will be no 
more pain nor ſorrow, diſeaſes and death ; nor 
nor will there be any inward diſtreſſes; no more 
 figbtings without, the warfare will be accompliſhed; 
nor fears withint, about their ſtate and condition; 
no more doubts nor queſtioning, nor miſgivings 
| of heart, nor unbelief ; no more darkneſs and de- 
ſertion, but everlaſting joy ſhall be upon them, 
and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away; and there 
will be nothing but perfect reſt, eaſe, and peace. 

3. The employment of the ſaints in this ſtate 
deſerves notice, and will be no ſmall part of their 
happineſs : as their bodies will be raiſed and united 


s Job. ui. 17, * 2 Cor, vii. 5. 


ta 


7. 

| 2 ! 
222 AID EG EO ERS 
— — * 4 * | 


1 —— K . ”— — —ͤ—U— 
„ %% —— ˙ —ö—? 4 „ - —— 
* „ * = ww — , 
* 9 N 
2 — 


> +4 4D of 


ann Aa AER 
- 


- 420 6 ao . — f 
22 


— 
2 
— — _ — 


— 24 — 2 ˖»̃—0 


nr ES oo Oo — ———̃ — begs — 
— y Ju : a 
TR | 3 


> W2 

to their ſouls, they will ſpend the happy hours and 
days of eternity in converſing with each other, in 
fitting, walking, and talking together about di- 
vine, ſpiritual, and heavenly things, and that in 
an audible manner: what language they will ſpeak 
is not for us to ſay; it is highly probable, ſince 
tongues will ceaſe n, that the jargon of ſpeech intro- 
duced at Babel will be no more; but that one 
language will be ſpoken by all, but what that will 
be, cannot be determined; perhaps a language 
more pure, more perfect, more elegant, more re- 
fined than ever was ſpoken by man on earth: the 
ſaints will be now employed in ſſerving the Lord 
continually, not by preaching, or hearing, or read- 
ing, or praying, or attending on. ordinances, as 
now, which will be no more, but in praiſing the 
Lord for all the benefits of his grace and goodneſs; 
they will ſing the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb; 
the ſongs of electing, redeeming, juſtifying, adopt 
ing, calling, ſanctifying, and perſevering grace; 
and this will be their work throughout: an-endlel; 
eternity. But J haſten, 


III. To point out unto you, in a few words, the 
perſons that ſhall enjoy this glory. 

And theſe are the objects and ſubjects of the 
gtace of God, on whom it is beſtowed, and in 
whom it is wrought. God firſt. gives grace, and 
then gives glory; and to whomſoever he gives the 
one, he gives the other. They are the elect of God, 
ſuch as are ordained unto eternal life, that are in- 


n 1 Cor. xiii. 8. N 
; tereſted 
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tereſted in predeſtinating grace; for whom he did 


predeſtinate to the adoption of children, them he 


glorifies W. They are the redeemed of the Lamb, 
the church and people he has purchaſed with his 
blood 3 nor will he loſe his purchafe, which he 
would, ſhould they not be brought to glory; were 
it ſo, his death would be in vain, nor would he 
fee the travail of his ſoul, and be fatisfied ; but 


be will have them all with him on mount Zion. 2 — 


Theſe are the harpers that will be continually 
harping with their harps, ſinging the new ſong, 
which none but the redeemed can fing, they 
themſelves being redeemed from among men x. 
They are ſuch as are called by the grace of God, 
with an high, holy, and heavenly calling; and as 
they are called to a ſtate of glory and happineſs, 


they ſhall certainly enjoy it. Theſe are regenera- - 


ted by the Spirit of God, and ſhall both ſee and en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven; they are born 
heirs apparent to the heavenly inheritance ; they 
are openly and manifeſtatively the children of 
God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and ſo heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Chriſt. They are ſuch who 
are juſtified by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt; no un- 


righteous ones ſhall inherit the kingdom of heaven, 
nor any enter into it that have not a better righte - 


duſneſs than their own; only the righteouſneſs of 
Ebriſt is the 7uftrfication of life y, or what entitles 


Wm. vili. 30. * x Rev. xiv, I, 2, 3 4. 
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to eternal life ; and ſuch who are juſtified by it be- 
come heirs of that life, and ſhall poſſeſs it; for 
whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified * : in a word, 
all that truly and ſpiritually know Chriſt, whom ta 
know is life eternal, or that really believe in him, 
ſhall partake of this glory ; yea, be that believes on 
him hath everlaſting life » already; he has the begin- 
ning, carneſt and pledge of it, and ſhall enjoy the 
whole; nothing is more true than this, he that be- 
lieveth and is baptized ſhall be Javed , b, I cloſe all 
wich a word or two. | 

Every one that has been hearing this diſcourſe, 
J doubt not, will be deſirous of this glory that has 
been ſpoken of, and with to be admitted after death 
into this ſtate of happineſs; but the firſt queſtion 
ſuch ſhould aſk their own ſouls is, Whether they 
are partakers of the grace of God ? for no grace- 
leſs perſops ſhall inherit glory. God gives glory 
to none but to whom he firſt gives grace; grace is 
his firſt gift, and glory is his laſt; and none have the 
latter, but thoſe who ſhare in the former : there- 
fore the firſt concern ſhould be about the grace of 
God, whether there is any reaſon to hope and be- 
lieve that you are , intereſted in electing and re- 
deeming grace, by being called, regenerated, and 
ſanctified; have you ſeen your loſt ſtate by nature, 
and been brought to believe in Chriſt, and truſt in 
him for life and falvation? then you may affure 


„ Rom. viii. 30. a John vi. 47. 
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yourſelves of this happy ſtate. And let all truly 
gracious ſouls. be ſeeking the things above, where 
Jeſus is, and ſet their affections on them, and not on 
things on earth; let them be looking for the bleſſed 
hope, and glorious appearance of Chriſt, and be re- 
W joicing in hope of the glory of God. And let them 
aſcribe both their grace and glory to the ſovereign 
good will and pleaſure of God; for they are both 
the gifts of his grace, from whom every good and 
erfeft gift © comes. Grace is freely given, and ſo 
is glory: Eternal life is the gift of God, through Je- 
Wis Chriſt our. Lord d; and neither of them to be 
attributed to the works or deſerts of men: where- 
fore we that are partakers of the one, and hope for 
he other, ſhould look upon ourſclves under the 
igheſt obligations to glorify God for ſuch unde- 
Werved grace and goodneſs; ſhould be careful to 
valk worthy of the grace by which we are called, 
nd of the glory we are called unto; and ſince we 
ook for ſuch great and glorious things to come, 
hat manner of perſons ought we to be in all holy con- 
erſation and godlineſs, and to be diligent that we 
bay be found of Chriſt in peace, without ſpot and blame- 
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